
A "As to your extraordinary code of laws, I cannot but laugh.

 "We have been told that our struggle has loosened the bonds of government
everywhere; that children and apprentices were disobedient; that schools and colleges
were grown turbulent; that Indians slighted their guardians, and negroes grew insolent
to their masters. 

"But your letter was the first intimation that another tribe, more numerous and powerful
than all the rest, were grown discontented. 

"This is rather too coarse a compliment, but you are so saucy, I won't blot it out. 

"Depend upon it, we know better than to repeal our masculine systems. Although they
are in full force, you know they are little more than theory. We dare not exert our
power in its full latitude. We are obliged to go fair and softly, and, in practice, you
know we are the subjects.

        B   Again, you have amongst you, a sneaking individual, of the class of native tyrants,
known as the "SLAVE-DEALER." He watches your necessities, and crawls up to
buy your slave, at a speculating price. If you cannot help it, you sell to him; but if
you can help it, you drive him from your door. You despise him utterly. You do not
recognize him as a friend, or even as an honest man. Your children must not play
with his; they may rollick freely with the little negroes, but not with the "slave-
dealers" children. If you are obliged to deal with him, you try to get through the job
without so much as touching him. It is common with you to join hands with the men
you meet; but with the slave dealer you avoid the ceremony—instinctively shrinking
from the snaky contact. If he grows rich and retires from business, you still
remember him, and still keep up the ban of non-intercourse upon him and his family.
Now why is this? You do not so treat the man who deals in corn, cattle or tobacco.

* * *
The doctrine of self government is right—absolutely and eternally right—but it has
no just application, as here attempted. Or perhaps I should rather say that whether it
has such just application depends upon whether a negro is not or is a man. If he is
not a man, why in that case, he who is a man may, as a matter of self-government,
do just as he pleases with him. But if the negro is a man, is it not to that extent, a
total destruction of self-government, to say that he too shall not govern himself?
When the white man governs himself that is self-government; but when he governs
himself, and also governs another man, that is more than self-government—that is
despotism.



C All causes, social and natural, combine to make it unlikely that women should be
collectively rebellious to the power of men. They are so far in a position different from
all other subject classes, that their masters require something more from them than
actual service. Men do not want solely the obedience of women, they want their
sentiments. All men, except the most brutish, desire to have, in the woman most nearly
connected with them, not a forced slave but a willing one, not a slave merely, but a
favourite. They have therefore put everything in practice to enslave their minds. The
masters of all other slaves rely, for maintaining obedience, on fear; either fear of
themselves, or religious fears. The masters of women wanted more than simple
obedience, and they turned the whole force of education to effect their purpose. All
women are brought up from the very earliest years in the belief that their ideal of
character is the very opposite to that of men; not self will, and government by self-
control, but submission, and yielding to the control of other. All the moralities tell them
that it is the duty of women, and all the current sentimentalities that it is their nature,
to live for others; to make complete abnegation of themselves, and to have no life but
in their affections. And by their affections are meant the only ones they are allowed to
have - - those to the men with whom they are connected, or to the children who
constitute an additional and indefeasible tie between them and a man. When we put
together three things -- first, the natural attraction between opposite sexes; secondly,
the wife's entire dependence on the husband, every privilege or pleasure she has being
either his gift, or depending entirely on his will; and lastly, that the principal object of
human pursuit, consideration, and all objects of social ambition, can in general be
sought or obtained by her only through him, it would be a miracle if the object of being
attractive to men had not become the polar star of feminine education and formation of
character.

D But that the public should enlighten itself is more possible; indeed, if only freedom is
granted enlightenment is almost sure to follow. For there will always be some
independent thinkers, even among the established guardians of the great masses, who,
after throwing off the yoke of tutelage from their own shoulders, will disseminate the
spirit of the rational appreciation of both their own worth and every man's vocation for
thinking for himself. But be it noted that the public, which has first been brought under
this yoke by their guardians, forces the guardians themselves to renain bound when it
is incited to do so by some of the guardians who are themselves capable of some
enlightenment - so harmful is it to implant prejudices, for they later take vengeance on
their cultivators or on their descendants. Thus the public can only slowly attain
enlightenment. Perhaps a fall of personal despotism or of avaricious or tyrannical
oppression may be accomplished by revolution, but never a true reform in ways of
thinking. Farther, new prejudices will serve as well as old ones to harness the great
unthinking masses.



E During the early part of my life, my lot was cast among the butterflies of the
fashionable world; and of this class of women, I am constrained to say, both from
experience and observation, that their education is miserably deficient; that they are
taught to regard marriage as the one thing needful, the only avenue to distinction; hence
to attract the notice and win the attentions of men, by their external charms, is the chief
business of fashionable girls. They seldom think that men will be allured by
intellectual acquirements, because they find, that where any mental superiority exists,
a woman is generally shunned and regarded as stepping out of her "appropriate
sphere," which, in their view, is to dress, to dance, to set out to the best possible
advantage her person, to read the novels which inundate the press, and which do more
to destroy her character as a rational creature, than any thing else. Fashionable women
regard themselves, and are regarded by men, as pretty toys or as mere instruments of
pleasure; and the vacuity of mind, the heartlessness, the frivolity, which is the
necessary result of this false and debasing estimate of women, can only be fully
understood by those who have mingled in the folly and wickedness of fashionable life;
and who have been called from such pursuits by the voice of the lord Jesus, inviting
their weary and heavy laden souls to come unto Him and learn of Him, that they may
find something worthy of their immortal spirit, and their intellectual powers; that they
may learn the high and holy purposes of their creation, and consecrate themselves unto
the service of God; and not, as is now the case, to the pleasure of man.

F Now the only way to avoid this shipwreck, and to provide for our posterity, is to
follow the counsel of Micah, to do justly, to love mercy, to walk humbly with our
God. For this end, we must be knit together, in this work, as one man. We must
entertain each other in brotherly affection. We must be willing to abridge ourselves
of our superfluities, for the supply of others’ necessities. We must uphold a familiar
commerce together in all meekness, gentleness, patience and liberality. We must
delight in each other; make others’ conditions our own; rejoice together, mourn
together, labor and suffer together, always having before our eyes our commission
and community in the work, as members of the same body. So shall we keep the
unity of the spirit in the bond of peace.

G People of New-England, and of the free States! is it true that slavery is no concern of yours?

Have you no right even to protest against it, or to seek its removal? Are you not the main pillars

of its support? How long do you mean to be answerable to God and the world, for spilling the

blood of the poor innocents? Be not afraid to look the monster Slavery boldly in the face. He

is your implacable foe—the vampyre who is sucking your life-blood—the ravager of a large

portion of your country, and the enemy of God and man. Never hope to be a united, or happy,

or prosperous people while he exists. He has an appetite like the grave—a spirit as malignant

as that of the bottomless pit—and an influence as dreadful a the corruption of death. Awake

to your danger! the struggle is a mighty one—it cannot be avoided—it should not be, if it could.



H RESOLVED, That all laws which prevent woman from occupying such a station in
society as her conscience shall dictate, or which place her in a position inferior to that
of man, are contrary to the great precept of nature, and therefore of no force or
authority. 

RESOLVED, That woman is man’s equal—was intended to be so by the Creator, and the
highest good of the race demands that she should be recognized as such.

RESOLVED, That the women of this country ought to be enlightened in regard to the laws
under which they live, that they may no longer publish their degradation, by declaring
themselves satisfied with their present position, nor their ignorance, by asserting that
they have all the rights they want.

I Segregation of white and colored children in public schools has a detrimental effect
upon the colored children. The impact is greater when it has the sanction of the law,
for the policy of separating the races is usually interpreted as denoting the inferiority
of the negro group. A sense of inferiority affects the motivation of a child to learn.
Segregation with the sanction of law, therefore, has a tendency to [retard] the
educational and mental development of negro children and to deprive them of some of
the benefits they would receive in a racial[ly] integrated school system.

J The white race deems itself to be the dominant race in this country. And so it is, in
prestige, in achievements, in education, in wealth, and in power. So, I doubt not, it
will continue to be for all time, if it remains true to its great heritage, and holds fast
to the principles of constitutional liberty. But in view of the constitution, in the eye
of the law, there is in this country no superior, dominant, ruling class of citizens.
There is no caste here. Our constitution is color-blind, and neither knows nor
tolerates classes among citizens. In respect of civil rights, all citizens are equal
before the law. The humblest is the peer of the most powerful. The law regards man
as man, and takes no account of his surroundings or of his color when his civil
rights as guarantied by the supreme law of the land are involved. It is therefore to
be regretted that this high tribunal, the final expositor of the fundamental law of the
land, has reached the conclusion that it is competent for a state to regulate the
enjoyment by citizens of their civil rights solely upon the basis of race.



K There is no one thing more like to another, more homogeneous and analogous, than man is

to man. And if the corruption of customs, and the variation of opinions, had not induced an

imbecility of minds, and turned them aside from the course of nature, no one would more

nearly resemble himself than all men would resemble all men. Therefore whatever

definition we give of man, it must include the whole human race. And this is a good

argument, that no portion of mankind can be heterogeneous or dissimilar from the rest;

because, if this were the case, one definition could not include all men.   In fact, reason,

which alone gives us so many advantages over beasts, by means of which we conjecture,

argue, refute, discourse, and accomplish and conclude our designs, is assuredly common to

all men; for the faculty of acquiring knowledge is similar in all human minds, though the

knowledge itself may be endlessly diversified. 

 * * * 

But in nothing is the uniformity of human nature more conspicuous than in its respect for

200 virtue. What nation is there, in which kindness, benignity, gratitude, and mindfulness

of benefits are not recommended? What nation in which arrogance, malice, cruelty, and

unthankfulness, are not reprobated and detested!

L Though the earth and all inferior creatures be common to all men, yet every man has
a "property" in his own "person." This nobody has any right to but himself. The
"labour" of his body  and the "work" of his hands, we may say, are properly his.
Whatsoever, then, he removes out of the state that Nature hath provided and left it
in, he hath mixed his labour with it, and joined to it something that is his own, and
thereby makes it his property. It being by him removed from the common state
Nature placed it in, it hath by this labour something annexed to it that excludes the
common right of other men. For this "labour" being the unquestionable property of
the labourer, no man but he can have a right to what that is once joined to, at least
where there is enough, and as good left in common for others.  

It will, perhaps, be objected to this, that if gathering the acorns or other fruits of the
earth, etc., makes a right to them, then any one may engross as much as he will. To
which I answer, Not so. The same law of Nature that does by this means give us
property, does also bound that property too. "God has given us all things richly." Is
the voice of reason confirmed by inspiration? But how far has He given it us–"to
enjoy"? As much as any one can make use of to any advantage of life before it
spoils, so much he may by his labour fix a property in. Whatever is beyond this is
more than his share, and belongs to others. Nothing was made by God for man to
spoil or destroy.



M Under a government which imprisons unjustly, the true place for a just man is also a
prison. The proper place today, the only place which Massachusetts has provided
for her freer and less despondent spirits, is in her prisons, to be put out and locked
out of the State by her own act, as they have already put themselves out by their
principles. It is there that the fugitive slave, and the Mexican prisoner on parole,
and the Indian come to plead the wrongs of his race should find them; on that
separate but more free and honorable ground, where the State places those who are
not with her, but against her--the only house in a slave State in which a free man can
abide with honor. If any think that their influence would be lost there, and their
voices no longer afflict the ear of the State, that they would not be as an enemy
within its walls, they do not know by how much truth is stronger than error, nor how
much more eloquently and effectively he can combat injustice who has experienced
a little in his own person. Cast your whole vote, not a strip of paper merely, but
your whole influence. A minority is powerless while it conforms to the majority; it
is not even a minority then; but it is irresistible when it clogs by its whole weight. If
the alternative is to keep all just men in prison, or give up war and slavery, the
State will not hesitate which to choose. If a thousand men were not to pay their tax
bills this year, that would not be a violent and bloody measure, as it would be to
pay them, and enable the State to commit violence and shed innocent blood. This is,
in fact, the definition of a peaceable revolution, if any such is possible.

N We consider the underlying fallacy of the plaintiff's argument to consist in the
assumption that the enforced separation of the two races stamps the colored race
with a badge of inferiority. If this be so, it is not by reason of anything found in the
act, but solely because the colored race chooses to put that construction upon it. The
argument necessarily assumes that if, as has been more than once the case, and is
not unlikely to be so again, the colored race should become the dominant power in
the state legislature, and should enact a law in precisely similar terms, it would
thereby relegate the white race to an inferior position. We imagine that the white
race, at least, would not acquiesce in this assumption. The argument also assumes
that social prejudices may be overcome by legislation, and that equal rights cannot
be secured to the negro except by an enforced commingling of the two races. We
cannot accept this proposition. If the two races are to meet upon terms of social
equality, it must be the result of natural affinities, a mutual appreciation of each
other's merits, and a voluntary consent of individuals.


