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Week of August 27

For Wednesday, August 27

I'll do the traditional firs t day things.  I'll introduce myself and the course, start to

familiarize myself with your names (I apologize in advance if I pronounce them badly--it

will take  aw hile  before I get them right).  I have old ears, and the air circulation system

in the build ing is mighty loud, so if you speak up, that will help.  I'm e-mailing the link to

this weeks work so you can get a head start reading the material on the HOME PAGE

You'll notice, from the top of this  page , that I have two very special sections.  Section

one is a LCC section--standing for living-learning.  Section 11, which follows right

afterwards is an ELI section--standing for English Language Institute.  Both are in the

same room, and not because I'm lazy.  It is my hope to bring my two sections  to  know

each other.    How lucky that makes us.  It means we'll have the opportunity to lea rn

more about more places, customs, and people than students in other sections will have.

I'll be talking more about that later.  

Besides getting to know each other, I hope to spend some time getting to help you know

one of our important electronic tools: Bridges.  I'm hoping that those of you who have

used it before will be tutors for those who have less  familiarity with it.  You'll be using

Bridges to  turn in your written work.  You'll also have a journal or blog on bridges in

which you can record your reactions to the readings and to the class in general.   What

we don't get done today we'll carry over to Friday. 

For Friday, August 29

Download, Put in your Notebook, Read, and Reflect upon, 

What is Enlightenment? (Immanuel Kant)

Part of my "getting to know you" involves getting a sense of what you can do--what

come easy to you, what you find difficult, how you analyze things, what kind o f

questions arise in your mind, how you resolve issues of agreement or disagreement, and

all tha t sort of thing.  We're going to work on that this week and a little into next, as

well.  What is  Enlightenment? is four pages long, single spaced.  I would like to have you

read it two times.  

C The first t ime  I w ant you to just read it, and not "study" it.  I want you to time

yourself, and mark down the time at the end of the reading.  This  is  NOT a race,

and there is no prize.  Read this at a speed which is comfortable for you.

C The second time, I want you to study it, but in some special ways.

C I want you to identify the parts you are certain you understand, the parts

you think you probably understand, the parts you have  doubts you

understand, and the parts you need help and discuss ion to  better your
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understanding.  Use  whatever marking system is easiest for you.  Do it in

the margins of the pages.  Use a bracket to show what the section is.

C I want you to also indicate where you agree with his ideas, where  you

disagree w ith his ideas, and where you have not yet made up your mind.

C Then I want you to indicate which TWO ideas  a re the most important

according to your judgment and understanding.  Paraphrase each of those

ideas in your own words at the end of the document.  Also  w rite them in

your blog on Bridges.


