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PREFACE.

Before Woman’s Rights Conventions were held, the way for the
movement was prepared, by petitions from women and men of sev-
eral different States, asking for a recognition by the State, of her
civil rights. At length the Legislature of Rhode Island essentially
modified its statutes relative to the right of married women, to hold
and control property. New York, after fourteen years petitioning,
has done the same, and more recently Indiana also.

The first Conventions on the subject were held at Seneca Falls, and
Rochester, N. Y., in the summer of 1848. They based their claims
on the Declaration of Independence: demanded equal rights; pub-
lished their sentiments over their own names; at the head of the
list stood the name of Lucretia Mott.

A similar Convention was held at Salem, Ohio, in May, 1850, an
able report of which was published, and widely circulated.

The first National Convention was held at Worcester, Mass., Oct.
1850,—the call for which was as follows : V

A CONVENTION

‘Will be held at WORCESTER, Mass., on the 23d and 24th of Octo-
ber next, (agreeably to the appointment of a preliminary meeting held
at Boston, on the 30th of May last,) to consider the question of Wo-
MAN’s Rieats, Duties, and Revarions ; and the Men and Women
of our country, who feel sufficient interest in the great subject to give
_an earnest thought and effective effort to its rightful adjustment, are
invited to meet each other in free conference, at the time and place
appointed.
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The upward-tending spirit of the age, busy in a hundred forms of
effort for the world’s redemption from the sins and sufferings which
oppress it, has brought this one, which yields to none in importance
and urgency, into distinguished prominence. One half of the race
are its immediate objects, and the other half are as deeply involved,
by that absolute unity of interest and destiny which nature has
established between them.

The neighbor is near enough to involve every human being in a
general equality of rights and community of interests ; but, Men and
‘Women, in their reciprocities of love and duty, are one flesh and one
blood—mother, wife, sister and daughter come so near the heart and
mind of every man, that they must be either his blessing or his bane.
‘Where there is such mutuality of interests, such an interlinking of
life, there can be no real antagonism of position and action. The
sexes should not, for any reason, or by any chance, take hostile atti-
tudes toward each other, either in the apprehension or amendment
of the wrongs which exist in their necessary relations; but they
should harmonize in opinion and co-operate in effort, for the reason
that they must umite in the ultimate achievement of the desired
reformation.

Of the many points now under discussion and demanding a just
settlement, the general question of Woman’s Rights and Relations-
comprehends such as: Her Epucarion, Literary, Scientific, and
Artistic ;,—Her Avocarioxs, Industrial, Commercial, and Profes-
stonal ;,—Her IntErEsts, Pecuniary, Civil, and Political; in a
word—her Rieurs as an Individual, and her Fuxcrions as a
Citizens

No one will pretend that all these interests, embracing, as they
do, all that is not merely animal in a human life, are rightly under-
stood or justly provided for in the existing social order. Nor is it
any more true that the constitutional differences of the sexes, which
should determine, define and limit the resulting differences of office
and duty, are adequately comprehended and practically observed.

‘Woman has been condemned, from her greater delicacy of physi-
cal organization, to inferiority of intellectual and moral culture, and
to the forfeiture of great social, civil and religious privileges. In the
relation of marriage, she has been ideally annihilated, and actually
enslaved in all that concerns her personal and pecuniary rights ; and
even in widowhood and single life, she is oppressed with such limi-
tation and degradation of labor and avocation as clearly and cruelly
mark the condition of a disabled caste. But, by the inspiration of
the Almighty, the beneficent spirit of reform is roused to the redress
of these wrongs. The tyranny which degrades and crushes wives
and mothers, sits no longer lightly on the world’s conscience—the
heart’s home-worship feels the stain of stooping at a dishonored
altar—Manhood begins to feel the shame of muddying the springs
from which it draws its highest life; and, Womanhood is every-
where awakening to assert its divinely chartered rights, and to fulfil
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its noblest duties. Itis the spirit of reviving truth and righteous-
ness which has moved upon the great deep of the public heart, and
aroused its redressing justice; and, through it, the Providence of
God is vindicating the order and appointments of his creation.

The signs are encouraging ; the time is opportune. Come, then,
to this Convention. It is your duty, if you are worthy of your age
and country. Give the help of your best thought to separate the
light from the darkness. Wisely give the protection of your name
and the benefit of your efforts to the great work of settling the prin-
ciples, devising the method, and achieving the success of this high

and holy movement.

Lucy Stone,

‘Wm. H. Channing,
Harriet K. Hunt,
A. Bronson Alcott,
Nathaniel Barney,
Eliza Barney,
‘Wendéll Phillips,
Aun Greene Phillips,
Adin Ballou,

Anna Q. T. Parsons,
Mary H. L. Cabot,

Sarah H. Whitman,
Thomas Davis,
Paulina W. Davis,
Joseph A. Barker,

Gerrit Smith,

Nancy Swith,
Elizabeth C. Stanton,
Catharine Wilkinson,
Samuel J. May,
Charlotte C. May,

William Elder,
Sarah Elder,

Sarah Tyndale,
‘Warner Justice,

MASSACHUSETTS.

B. S. Treanor,
Mary M. Brooks,
T. W Higginson,
Mary E. Higginson,
Emily Winslow,

R. Waldo Emerson,
‘Wm. L. Garrison,
Helen E. Garrison,
Charles F. Hovey,
Sarah Earle,

Abby K. Foster,

RHODE ISLAND.,

Sarah Brown,
Elizabeth Chase,
Mary Clarke,
John L. Clarke,

NEW YORK.

Charlotte G. Coffin,
Mary G. Taber,
Elizabeth 8. Miller,
Elizabeth Russell,
Stephen Smith,
Rosa Smith,

PENNSYLVANIA.

Jane G. Swisshelm,

Charlotte Darlington, Mary

Simon Barnard,
Lucretia Mott,

Dr. Rogers,
Eliza F. Taft,

Dr. A. C. Taft,
Charles K. Whipple,
Mary Bullard,
Emma C. Goodwin,
Abby Price,
Thankful Southwick,
Eliza J. Kenney,
Louisa M. Sewall,

Sarah Southwick,

George Clarke,
Mary Adams,
George Adams,

Joseph Savage,
L. N. Fowler,
Lydia Fowler,
Sarah Smith,
Charles D. Miller,

Myra Townsend,
Grew,
Sarah Lewis,
Sarah Pugh,
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Huldah Justice, James Mott, Hannah Darlington,
‘William {Swisshelm, W. S. Pierce, Sarah D. Barnard.
MARYLAND.

Mrs. Eliza Stewart.

OHIO.

Elizabeth Wilson, = Mary Cowles, Benjamin 8. Jones,
Mary A. Johnson, Maria L. Giddings, Lucius A. Hine, .
Oliver Johnson, Jane Elizabeth Jones, Sylvia Cornell.

The Report of this Convention had the honor of eliciting the able

article in the Westminster Review for July, 1851. State Con-
ventions have been since held in Pennsylvania, Indiana, and Ohio.
In the last named, a State Woman’s Rights Society has been formed
—the first and only one yet in existence. Another National Con-

vention was held in Massachusets, October, 1851. The third at
Syracuse. !
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‘WEDNESDAY, Sept. 8th, 1852.

MORNING SESSION.

Parsuant to a call of the Central Committee, the Convention
assembled at the City Hall.

PavLina W. Davis, President of the Central Committee, called
the meeting to order. Prayer was offered for the success of the cause,

by Rev. 8. J. Mav, of Syracuse. Lucy Stone, Secretary pro tem.,
read the call:

THE NATIONAL WOMAN’S RIGHTS CONVENTION,

HELD IN WORCESTER, OCT. 22D AND 23D, 1851, ADJOURNED TO MEET
IN SYRACUSE, N. Y., SEPT. 8TH, 9TH AND 10TH, 1852.

The friends of equality, justice and truth, are earnestly invited to
assemble there, at that time, to discuss the important question of
reform, technically termed Woman’s Rights.

‘We propose not only to review the past, and consider the present,
but to mark out new and broader paths for the opening future.

The time has come, not only for the examination and discussion
of Woman’s social, civil and religious Rights, but also for a thorough
and efficient organization—a well-digested plan of operation, where-
by these social rights, for which our fathers fought, bled and died,
may be secured, and enjoyed by us. Let woman no longer supinely
-endure the evils she may escape, but with her own right hand carve
out for herself a higher, nobler destiny than has heretofore been hers.



8 ‘ PROCEEDINGS.

Inasmuch as, through the folly and imbecility of woman, the race is
what it is, dwarfed in mind and body, and as, through her alone, it
can yet be redeemed, all are equally interested in the objects of this
Convention.

We therefore solemnly urge those men and women who desire,
and look for, the development and elevation of the race, to be present
at the coming Convention, and aid us by the wisdom of their coun-
sels. Our platform will, as ever, be free to all who are capable of
discussing the subject with seriousness, candor and truth.

On behalf of the Central Committee,
ELIZABETH C. STANTON,
PAULINA W. DAVIS,
‘WILLIAM H. CHANNING,
LUCY STONE,
SAMUEL J. MAY.

In commenting on this document, Lucy Stone hoped all present
would have something to say—even if adverse to the movement.
Some women’s voices were never heard beyond the fireside, and for
this reason they did not speak out as they ought: the voice, like
everything else, would improve by practice. Especially should they
be heard when votes are taken.

The following Committee, announced by the President, as agreed
on at a preliminary meeting, was appointed to nominate officers for
the Convention. :

Ervzstine L. Rosg, James Morr, GrirritH M. CooPER, CLARINA
H. 1. Nicnots, Lucreria Motr, Rev. SamueL J. May, Lypia P. Sav-
AGE, PLiny SExToN, SARAH HaLLOCK, AMY Post, Susan B. ANTHONY,

The President read the following letter from Mr. G. W. Jowson,
of Buffalo, Chairman of the N. Y, State Central Committee of the
Liberty Party : .

To the National Woman's Rights Convention, Syracuse :—

I send you ten dollars, and the following sentiments :

1. Woman—Hers—equally with man—the inalienable Right to
Education, Suffrage, Office, Property, Professions, Titles, and Honors
—to Life, Liberty, and the Pursuit of Happiness.

2. False to our sex,.as well as to her own, and false to herself and
to God, is the woman who approves, or who submits, without resist-
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ance or protest, to the social and political wrongs imposed upon her,
in common with the rest of her sex throughout the world.
Respectfully,

G. W. JONSON.
Butfalo, Sept. 7, 1852.

Also one from HorAcE GREELEY : —
New-York, Sept. Ist, 1852.

My Friend :—I have once or twice been urged to attend a Con-
vention of the advocates of Woman’s Rights ; and, though compli-
ance has never been within my power, I have a right to infer that
some friends of the cause desire suggestions from me with regard to
the best means of advancing it. I therefore venture to submit some
thoughts on that subject.

To my mind, the BREAD problem lies at the base of all the desira-
ble and practical reforms which our age meditates. Not that Bread
is intrinsically more important to man than Temperance, Intelligence,
Morality and Religion ; but, that it is essential to the just apprecia-
tion and healthful acquisition of all these. Vainly do we preach the
blessings of Temperance to human beings cradled in hunger, and
suffering at intervals the agonies of famine ; idly do we commend
Intellectual culture to those whose minds are daily racked with the
dark problem, “ How shall we procure food for the morrow #”  Mo-
rality, Religion, are but words to him who fishes in gutters for the
means of sustaining life, and crouches behind barrels in the street, for
shelter from the cutting blasts of a winter's night.

Before all questions of Intellectual Training, or Political Franchises
for Women—not to speak of such a trifle as costume—do I place
the question of enlarged opportunities for work—of a more extended
and diversifiad field of employment. The Silk Culture and Manufac-
ture, firmly established and thriftily prosecuted to the extent of our
Home demand for Silk—would be worth everything to American
Women. Our now feeble and infantile Schools of Design should be
encouraged with the same view. A wider and more prosperous de-
velopment of our Manufacturing Industry will increase the demand
for female labor, thus enhancing its average reward and elevating
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the social position of Woman. I trust the future has therefore much
good in store for the less muscular half of the Human Race.

But the reform here anticipated should be inaugurated in our sev-
eral homes. I know how idle is the expectation of any general and
permanent enhancement of the wages of any class or condition above
the level of equation of Supply and Demand ; yet, it seems to me
that the friends of Woman’s Rights may wisely and worthily set the
example of paying juster prices, for female assistance in their house-
holds, than those now current. If they would but resolve never to
pay a capable, efficient woman less than two-thirds the wages paid
to a vigorous, effective man employed in some corresponding voca-
tion, they would very essentially aid the movement now in progress
for the general recognition and concession of Equal Rights to Wo-
man, Society is clearly unjust to Woman in aceording her but four
to eight dollars per month, for labor equally repugnant with, and
more protracted than that of men of equal intelligence and relative
efficiency, whose services command from ten to twenty dollars per
month. If, then, the friends of Woman’s Rights could set the world
an example of paying for female service, not the lowest pittance
which stern Necessity may compel the defenceless to accept, but an
approximately fair and liberal compensation for the work actually
done, as determined by a careful comparison with the recompense of
other labor, I believe they would give their cause an impulse which
could notbe permanently resisted.

‘With profound esteem, Yours,
HORACE GREELEY.

Mrs. PavLiNa 'W. Davis, Previdence, R. L

And the following from Mrs. Hueo Rem, of England; the au-
thor of an able work on Woman, with a preface by Mrs. C. M.
KirrLaND, in which she takes high and true ground.

36, DErBY Roap, NorTINGHAM.
Mis. Pavriva W, Davis.

My Dear Madam :—I have been very much gratified by the pe-
rusal of the Report of the Woman’s Rights Convention of October,
1851, a copy of which has been forwarded to me in your name, by
my friend Miss Fincm. I have long watched with the greatest in-
terest, the faint indications of progress, which appear in this country,
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in the important subject which occupies the attention of your Con-
vention, and was therefore much pleased to see the interesting ac-
count of your proceedings on a previous meeting, which had appeared
in the Westminster Review, and doubly pleased with your kind
attention in sending me the Report of the last meeting. In this
country opinion progresses slowly, and is long being matured into
action, but everything appears to grow with rapidity in yours; cer-
tainly, since the commencement of your agitation, you seem to have )
made very wonderful advances, in arousing attention and disarming
opposition. I hope you will continue to direct great efforts to the
obtaining of a full and complete opening up of all educational ad-
vantages for women—this, and the giving education a practical turn,
as it always has with the other sex, would be an immense advantage
for women ; it is also one which it seems most unjust to deny, and
which is therefore least likely to encounter strong opposition. The
‘Women of America occupy much better ground, from which to ex-
tend their sphere of action into the wide world, than those of any
European country, and it is therefore only proper that they should
lead the van in this noble cause. The American Women, at least in
the Northern States, are the only persons of mature age who are
liable to exclusions ; whereas, in this country, and, I believe, in all
the other countries of Europe, the disabilities of the women are
shared by an immense majority-of their countrymen. This, while it
renders less striking the present inequality between the sexes, renders
the condition of women more hopeless, for it requires great enthusi-
asm in women to demand for themselves a fulness of liberty not yet
accorded to the whole of their brethren. It is then, for the women of
a country whose men are all citizens, and who all stand equal before
the law, to make a partial assertion of their desire to be placed on
the same fair and equal basis. I sece with great pleasure that some
of your speakers advise those interested in this cause, to press on
women the performance of present duty; it is very certain that if
we, who have the charge of the rising generation during its most
impressible years, would manage to rear a generation of true, just,
upright men and women, women would soon be placed in the posi-
tion which justice demands ; and the nearer we approach perfection
in the discharge of this duty, the greater progress must our cause
make. I myself having done what little I could to forward this
cause, and meeting only an apathy too great for me to overcome,
2 .
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have surrounded myself now with other duties, which leave me little
time to do more than welcome, with warm interest, such tidings as
those you have recently sent us across the ocean. * * * &
Believe me, dear Madam,
Yours most truly,
MARION REID.

In the absence of the Nominating Committee, Lucy Stoxe briefly
alluded to that portion of Mrs. Rem’s Letter which speaks of the
advantages possessed by the women of America over those of Eng-
land, where a large part of the men are disfranchised, as well as
women. She said, that if the men of this country were denied the
right of suffrage, they would make common cause with woman
against a common enemy. Whereas, now, instead of the earnest
co-operation that a deep personal interest would give, we have, with
a few noble exceptions, only their sympathy.

She gave way for the Nominating Committee, who reported the
following as permanent officers of the Convention :

PRESIDENT.

LUCRETIA MOTT, of Philadelphia.

VICE PRESIDENTS.

PAULINA W. DAVIS, of Rhode Island.
E. OAKES SMITH, of New York.
CLARINA H. I. NICHOLS, of Vermont.
GERRIT SMITH, of New York.

SARAH MILLER, of Pennsylvania.

SECRETARIES.

SUSAN B. ANTHONY.
MARTHA C. WRIGHT.
SAMUEL J. MAY.
LYDIA F. FOWLER.
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As the question on the adoption of the report was about being
put, Mrs. Morr arose and stated, that as there might be objections to
her appointment, she desired that the vote on each officer might be
taken separately. The Chairman (Mrs. Davis) put the question ac-
cordingly, and the entire audience, with the exception of her husband,
voted that Mrs. Motr should preside.

The President and other officers, who also were unanimously
elected, having taken their seats, the President remarked, that she
was unpractised in parliamentary proceedings, shrinking ever from
such positions, and was therefore quite unprepared for anything like
a suitable speech. She invoked, however, great and heartfelt atten-
tion to the business before them, dispensing with all egotism or self-
display. She referred also to the success that had attended this
movement in the past—to the respect with which the press had spo-
ken of our proceedings—and the favor of the public generally. She
suggested some things, relative to the proprieties of the present
meeting—its business, &c. She said, let it not be supposed, be-
cause certain preliminaries had been entered into, that therefore the
entire responsibility rested upon a few—but enjoined upon all to
take their liberty, and each to feel free to act as moved by his, or
her, present convictions.

On motion of ErxestiNe L. RosE, a busin®ss committee was ap-

pointed, viz :

E. Oaxes Swurrs, S8aram L. MILLER,
Lucy SroxE, Jaues Morr,
C. M. Severancge, . Erxestine L. Rosg,

PavLina 'W. Davis, Eiizasera W, PHiLLIps,
Haerier K. Huvr, Puiny Sexron,

GERRIT SMITH, Bengamin 8. Jonazs,
JANE ErizaBerH JoNES.

The President invited all present to participate in the discussion,
‘whether in favor or opposed—members of the Convention only, be-
ting entitled to a vote.

Mr. Max read the following letter from Wu. H. Craxxixg, of
Boston :

My Dear Sir :—Thanks for your cordial and earnest call to the
Convention next week. Up to the very last moment, I have hoped
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to be present; and have for months proposed to take a more effi-
cient part in that movement, than I have heretofore been able to do.
But now, greatly to my regret, I see that there is no probability of
my being able to leave home. For three weeks past, my youngest
child has been lying at the brink of the grave. And, though with-
in a day or two, our physician encourages us, I have myself but
feeble hope of her recovery. At any rate. it seems impossible for
her to be well enough, for me to feel any freedom of heart or will to
leave her and her exhausted mother, next week. If I can find a few
minutes to write you more fully my views, I shall certainly do so;
for I feel it to be a solemn duty, never for a moment to appear luke-
warm in that cause, so long as it is misunderstood and scoffed at.—
But if no letter comes from me, you will please to understand, that
silence is owmg to fatigue and absorbing cares.

Youss falthfully,

: W. H. CHAN VI"IG
Rev. 8. J. Mar.

The President proposed, in the absence of the Busincss Commit-
tee, the reading of the Declaration of Sentiments, by Ann Preston,
adopted at the West Chicster Convention, and printed by that Con-
vention in tract form. The Address was then read by Martha C.
Wright, one of the Secretaries.

C. H. I. NicnoLs read a sentiment from the Address, and remark-
ed with great pathos and earnestness: There is no limit to per-
sonal responsibility. Our duties are as wide as the world, and as
far reaching as the bonds of human endeavor. Woman and Man
must act together—she, kis helper. She has no sphere peculiar to
herself, because she could not then be his helper. She spoke at
length, upon the mutual dependence of the sexes, and of the nature
of these obligations. She spoke of the need of woman’s elevation,
for the sake of the race, urging her to seek influence, to seek inde-
pendence, to seek representation, in order to use all for the good and
the advancement of human elevation. 'When men would kindly set
aside woman from the National Councils, they say the moral field
belongs to her ; and this is the reason why we should seek a more
elevated position, because her moral susceptibilities are greater than
those of man.
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Mrs. Morr thought differently from Mrs. N., that woman’s moral
feelings were more elevated than man’s. She thought that with the
same opportunities for development, there would progably be about
an equal manifestation of virtue.

Mrs. Nicuots further remarked, that representation was necessary
for free government, and taxation without it is tyranny. But this
principle was violated in regard to woman, though their fathers had
fonght and bled for it, so many years ago. Woman was permitted
to vote in Banks and Railroad corporations, because her money
could not be got, in any other way, therefore, a right womanly way
was found for her to vote.

E. Oages Syrrh, from the Business Committee, reported the fol-
lowing resolutions :

Inasmuch as many of the Institutions handed down to us from the
past, like heir-looms, are felt to be (though time-honored) hindrances

to human progress, or to the spread of that Divine Truth which
gives light to the world ; therefore,

Resolved, That it is our duty to examine these Institutions, and to
ascertain whlch of them are still w orthy of our honor and support—
which we should seck to reform, and which wholly to cast aside.

Resolved, That it is the right of every woman holding property,
and as a citizen also of this Republic, to resist taxation, till such time
as she is fully represented at the Ballot Box.

Mrs Rosk suggested that the Resolutions be discussed separately.

Lucy StonE proposed that all the resolutions be laid on the table,
till toward the close of the Convention, so as to allow free range of
discussion, which should be subject only to the law of benevolence.

After some remarks from SamuEL J. My, in favor of the sugges-
tion, the Convention adjourned.

AFTERNOON SESSION.

The President took the Chair at 2 o’clock. The Hall was rapidly
filling. The greatest interest was manifested, not only by those
present, but by many throughout the city. The movement was spo-
ken of, in terms of respect, by those who had been wont to ridicule
the cause.

Lypia F. FowLER read the minutes of the morning session.

Gerrir SMitH, from the Business Committee, reported the follow-
ing Resolutions:
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Resolved, That the demand of woman is not for privileges, nor fa-
vor, nor employments, nor honors, but for Rights.

Resolved, That the right of human beings to their own persons, -
their own earnings and property, and to participate in the choice of
their civil rulers, are rights which belong as naturally, absolutely
and fully to woman as to man.

Resolved, That we beseech woman never to consent to hold any
of these sacred rights in abeyance, and never to consent to exchange
any of them for bribes and privileges, or favors, or flatteries, however
alluring or seductive.

E. Oages SmrtH then addressed the Convention as follows :

My Friends, do we realize for what purpose we are convened?}
Do we fully understand that we aim at nothing less than an entire
subversion of the existing order of society, a dissolution of the whole
existing social compact? Do we see thatit is not an error of to-day,
nor of yesterday, against which we are lifting up the voice of dissent ;
but it is against hoary-headed error of all times ; error borne onward
from the first footprints of the first pair ejected from Paradise—in-
termingled in every aspect of civilization, down to our own times.
In view of this, it does seem to me, that we should each and all feel
as if anointed, sanctified, set apart as to a great mission. It seems
to me, that we who struggle to restore the divine human to the
world, should feel as if under the very eye of the Eternal Searcher of
all hearts, who will reject any sacrifice other than a pure offering.

We are said to be a few, disaffected, embittered women, met for
the purpose of giving vent to petty personal spleen, and domestic
discontent. We repel the charge—and I call upon every woman
here to repel the charge. If we have personal wrongs—here is not
the place for redress. If we have private griefs, (and what human
heart, in a large sense, is without them,) we do not come here to re-
count them. The grave will lay its cold honors over the hearts ofall
here present, before the good we ask for our kind, will be realized to
the world. 'We shall pass onward to other spheres of existence, but
we trust the seed we shall here plant, will ripen to a glorious har
vest. We “see the end from the beginning,” and rejoice in spirit.
‘We care not, that we shall not reach the fruits of our toil, for we
know in times to come, it will be seen to be a glorious work.

Bitterness is the child of wrong; if any one of our number has
become embittered, (which God forbid,) it is because social wrong
has so penetrated to the inner life, that we are crucified thereby, and
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taste the gall and vinegar, with the Divine Master. All who take
their stand against false institutions are in some sense embittered.
The conviction of wrong has wrought mightily in them. Their
large hearts took in the whole senseof human woe, and bled for
those who had become brutalized by its weight, and they spoke as
never man spake in his own individualism, but as the embodied
race will speak, when the full time shall come. Thus Huss and
‘Wickliffe, and Luther spoke, and the men of '76.

No woman has come here to talk over her private griefs, and de--
tail the small coin of personal anecdote; and yet did woman speak
of the wrongs, which unjust legislation—the wrongs, which corrupt
public opinion—the wrongs, which false social aspects have fastened
upon us—wrongs which she hides beneath smiles, and conceals with.
womanly endurance—did she give voice to all this, her smiles would
seem so0 hollow, and her endurance so divine, that her brow would.
be encircled with the halo of a Saint.

But we are not here from a petty personal motive. 'We have not
left our firesides for any purpose inconsistent with its sanctities.—
Were we ambitious, we should seek a field less obnoxious to public:
opinion—did we desire notoriety, as is so often said of us, in a bad
sense, this is not the field in which to win it, for here the one is lost
in the many. No, it is only a deep, holy sense of good to be done
for our kind, that has compelled us from the sanctities of home, that
we may here say what our pulpits dare not utter, God’s truth altho’
itis; and that we may challenge our Legislators to an account of
their stewardship. , ‘

‘We are but a handful, it is true, to resist the combined forces of
prejudice and oppression ; and we now say, if any one of our num-
ber dreads the contest, let him, or her, go out from amongst us now,
for we that remain are prepared to stand like the band at Ther-
mopyle of old. Let this Syracuse, already known as the watch-
word of Freedom, be our Thermopyle, and here let us enter cur-
solemn Protest, and prepare to bide the issue. Let us protest against
Law in which we have no voice; against Legislation in which we
are not represented ; against a Democracy in which half of the peo-
ple are denied the rights of Citizenship. I call upon every woman
here to enter her solemn protest against a country claiming to be
free, and yet denying to her the rights of a citizen.

Men gravely tell us we are unfit for the positions to which we-
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aspire—they say we are unfit for - legislators, and therefore we must
not vote, while the squalid emigrant, who can neither read nor write,
is admitted to a privilege denied to the American matron. Be-
cause women cannot all of them do that which only the wisest of
men are capable of doing, must we therefore do nothing ? Because
we have n’t the heads of gladiators and pugilists, must we be denied
the use of what little brain we do happen to possess ¢ This reminds
me of an anecdote of a poor Scotch woman who was telling about
the rising in the North, for Prince Charles, in which a certain High-
land Lord lost his head : “to be sure,” she added, “it was nae much
of a head, but ye ken it was all the world to the puir mon.”

I trust this will not be a mere talking Convention. 'We have
talked long enough. For years brave women have talked and have
appealed to us who are younger in the work, and have encountered
nothing but contempt and odium. We are stronger now. I have
been to the North and the West, and must go to the South, and find
thousands ready to respond, if they knew what to do. Again, Isay,
let us have done with so much talk, and let us act. Let us take our
right.

It was a great point gained in our humanity, when woman felt
herself able to speak at all, and make her grief known. Of all the
miracles of Jesus, that in which he rebuked the dumb devil, is the
one most to our mind. But too much talking, buries the subject
under the weight of words. The Lacon is brief, pithy, and home to
the purpose. Your great talkers are poor actors—their enthusiasm
evaporates in words ; they grow charmed with their own eloquence,
and let occasion slip by.

I hope this Convention will be an acting Convention.” * * ¥

Let us pledge ourselves to the support of a paper in which our
views shall be fairly presented to the world. At our last Conven-
tion, in Worcester, I presented a Prospectus for such paper, which
I will request hereafter to be read here. We can do little or noth-
ing without such an organ. We have no opportunity now to repel
slander, and are restricted in disseminating truth, from the want of
such an organ. The Tribune, and some other papers in the coun-
try, have treated us generously ; but a paper to represent us, must
be sustained by ourselves. We must look to our own resources.—
‘We must work out our own salvation, and God grant it be not with
fear and trembling. 'Woman must henceforth be the redeemer, the
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regenerator of the world. 'We plead not for ourselves alone, but for
Humanity. We must place woman upon a higher platform, and she
will raise the race to her side. ~We must have no more outcasts—
no more judicial murders—no more Helots in the land. Frail,
miserable women, and murderous men, must disappear before the
pure Gospel of divine love which we design to preach. The newspa-
per and the lecture room have become greater than the pulpit—
more effective in stirring up human hearts to great movements. Let
us pledge ourselves to the support of these, in the work in which we
are engaged. 'We must work more diligently than in times past,
that our sons may be fitted to nobler humanitarian purposes. We
must help to cleanse the venality of the ballot-box, and help also to
free our Legislative Halls, not only from injustice, but rowdyism.
Yes, we have looked to the pulpit, but in vain; and now, in spite
of St. Paul, we must ourselves preach. 'We have looked to Legisla-
tion, and now, despite our Solons, we must vote.

Do not mind the pratings about woman’s sphere. Our Brothers
know woman makes any sphere she chooses to fill, lovely. . The
maiden may be fair ; the mother holy and tender; but the mature
woman, grand in her serene wisdom, giving the law, not only to her
household, but to the country also, is more than this—she is beauti-
ful, august.

Again, 1 say, let us not talk, but act. We should have a litera-
ture of our own, a printing press and publishing house, and tract
writers, and tract distributors, as well as Lecturers and Conventions.
" We must show to the world that we are in earnest; and yet I say
this to a race of beggars, for women have no pecuniary resources.
Well, then, we must work, we must hold property, and claim the
consequent right to representation, or refuse to be taxed.

Our aim is nothing less than an overthrow of our present partial
Legislation, that every American Citizen, whether man or woman,
may have a voice in the laws by which we are governed. We do
not aim at any idle destruction, but while we would pull down our
present out-worn and imperfect structure of human institutions, we
will help to reconstruct it, upon a new and broader base, which shall
hereafter show a perfect and harmonious Temple.

Mr. HoweeTT, of Sy'zaéuse, called up the resolution in favor of re-
sisting taxation, and advocated it.

3
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Loy Sroxe moved that it be laid on the table, and that the threo
last introduced be taken up for discussion. She said they were the
point of the whole question. They provided that women should
vote; a proposition new, and opposed by men and women. What
we want is reason, and we pledge ourselves to abide by the conclu-
sions of reason. She invited those that were opposed to express
their views.

The motion was carried, and the reading called for.

Lucy SroNE next addressed the Convention.

It seems to me, that the claims we make at these Conventions are
self-evident truths. The second resolution affirms the right of hu-
man beings to their persons and earnings. Is not that self-evident {
Yet the common law which regulates the relation of husband and
wife, and which is modified only in a very few instances where there
are statutes to the contrary, gives the “custody” of the wife’s person
to her husband, so that he has a right to her, even against herself.
It gives him her earnings, no matter with what weariness they have
been acquired, or how greatly she may need them for herself and
children. It gives him the right to her personal property, which he
may will entirely from her—algo the use of her real estate—and in some
of the States, married women, insane persons, and idiots, are ranked
together as not fit to make a will. So that she is left with only one
right, which she enjoys in common with the pauper, viz: the right
of maintenance. Indeed, when she has taken the sacred marriage
vow, her legal existence ceases. We are asked to trust our hus-
bands, fathers and brothers still, when, having trustéd them, they
have made such havoc of our rights.

And what is our position politically? 'Why, the foreigner, who
can’t speak his mother tongue correctly—the negro, who to our
shame we regard as fit only for a boot-black, and whose dead even,
we bury by themselves—and the drunkard, all are entrusted with
the ballot—all placed by men, politically higher than their own
mothers, sisters, wives and daughters. The woman who, seeing and
feeling all this, dare not maintain her rights, is the woman to hang
her head and blnsh. We ask only for justice, and equal rights—

~ the right to vote—the right to our earnings—equality before the
laws. These are the Gibralter of our cause,

Axrornerte L. Brown, of N. Y., claimed that man cannot repre-
sent woman, They differ in their natures and relations. The law
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is wholly masculine: it is created and executed by our type or class
of the man nature. The framers of all legal compacts are thus re-
stricted to the:masculine stand-point of observation—to the thoughts,
feelings, and biases of men. The law, then, could give us no repre-
sentation as women, and therefore, no impartial justice, even if the
present law-makers were honestly intent upon thls, for we can be
represented only by our peers.

It is to be expected, then, under the present admmlstratxon, that
woman should be the legal subject of man, legally reduced to pecu-
niary dependence upon him; that the mother should have lower
legal claims upon her children than the father, and that, in short,
woman should be in all respects the legal inferior of man, though
entitled to full equality. Here is the fact, and its cause.

When woman is tried for crime, her jury, her judges, her advo-
cates, are all men; and yet there may have been temptations and
various palliating circumstances connected with her peculiar nature,
as woman, such as man cannot appreciate. Common justice must
demand, then, that a part of the law-makers and law executors should
be of her own sex. In questions of marriage and divorce, affecting
Interests dearer than life, both parties in the compact are entitled to
an equal voice. Then the influences which arise from the relations
of the sexes, when left to be exerted in our halls of justice, would at
least cause decency, and propriety of conduct to be maintained there ;
but now, low minded men are encouraged to jest openly in Court,

- over the most sacred and most delicate subjects. From the nature of
things, the guilty woman cannot now have justice done her at the pro-
fessed tribunals of justice; and the innocent but wronged woman is
constrained to suffer on in silence, rather than ask for redress.

E. L. Rosg, of New York, maintained that they were at work as
well for the benefit of man as woman. Miss Brown truly represent-
ed the injustice done woman. Whether man or woman differ men-
tally, or not, in either case, is she not entitled to Equal Rights ¢ She
argued this point at considerable length, and with much spirit. She
demanded that justice be done woman. Do away with injustice,
and the work is done. Give woman her right to vote, and all the
rest follows.

AnrorNerre L. BRowy admitted that if we regard the natures of
men and women as exactly identical, this is virtually asserting their
equality in rights. All the rights of a common humanity should be
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claimed on that ground. But the world recognizes a difference in
the mental as well as physical characteristics of the sexes. Our so-
cial and civil relations are manyof them based almost entirely upon
these differences. In so far then as they do exist, one sex cannot
represent the other, and injustice must be done to the unrepresented
class.

‘Woman has a right to go into any or every department of public
life, because this is a human right. She is needed in every depart-
ment, because she is woman, and man cannot perform her work.—
Let her go there, and be true to her own nature. God recognized at
the creation the fact that the two great classes of mind are needed
to work together. they are both necessary in every department of
human effort. Neither can be discarded without results fatal both
to justice and to morality. The civil and political departments are
fair illustrations of these results.

Crarixa I. H. Nicuovs, of Vermont, Editor of the Windham
County Democrat, said :

There is one peculiarity in the laws affecting women’s property
rights which, as it has not, to my knowledge, been presented for the
consideration of the public, except by myself, to a limited extent, in
private conversations and otherwise, I wish to present here. It is
the unconstitutionality of laws cutting off the wife’s right of dower.
1t is a provision 3f our National and State Constitutions, that property
rights shall not be confiscated for political, or other offences against
the laws. Yet in all the States, if I am rightly informed, the wife for-
feits her right of dower, in case of divorce for infidelity to the marriage
vow. In Massachusetts, and several other States, if the wife desert
her husband for any cause, and he procure a divorce on the grcund of
her desertion, she forfeits her right of dower. But it is worthy of re-
mark, that in no case is the right of the husband to possess and control
the estate which is their joint accumulation, set aside ; no, not even
when the wife procures a divorce for the most aggravated abuse and
infidelity combined. ~She, the innocent party, goes out childless and
portionless, by the decree of law ; and he, the criminal, retains home,
and children, by the favor of the same law. I claim, friends, that the
laws which’cut off the wife's right of dower, in any case, do confiscate
property rights, and hence are unconstitutional.

The property laws compel the wife to seek divorce, in order to pro-
tect her earnings for the support of her children. A rum-drinker took
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his wife's clothing to pay his rum bill, and the Justice decided that
the clothing could be held, because the wife belonged to him.
She then offered the following—

Resolved, That equally involved as they are in the Natural Rela-
tions which lie at the base of all society, the sexes are equally entitled
to all the rights necessary to the discharge of the duties of those rela-
tions,

She went on to say, only under the common law of England has
woman been deprived of her natural rights. Instances are common
where the husband’s aged parents are supported, and the wife's pa-
rents left paupers, and the wife's earnings thus employed. She had
asked judges why the personal property was not allotted to the widow,
and had been informed that it was because if she should marry again,
the second husband would obtain that property. A second wrong to
remedy the first one perpetrated ! A man had told her that his wife
was feeble, and had not earned the property, and was not justly enti-
tled to an equal share. He remarked that she had had nine children !
‘Which is of the most importance, the children a woman bears, or the
bread and butter they eat? This is a delicate question, and I appeal
to the women here to sustain me.

Mrs. N.’s remarks were continued in this strain, to the” great satis-
faction of the mass of the audicnce, who frequently manifested ap-
plause.

E. L. RosE inquired if it would be in order to move the adoption of
the resolutions, but it was decided best to lay them over until to-
MOITOW.

E. O. SmrrH presented the following Resolution, offered by Lucre-
71A MoTT:

Resolved, That as the imbruted slave, who is content with his own
lot, and would not be free if he could, if any such there be, only gives
evidence of the depth of his degradation—so the woman who 1s satis-
fied with her "inferior condition, averring that she has all the rights
that she wants, does but exhibit the enervating effects of the wrongs
to which she is subjected.

The above was laid on the table, for'further consideration.

E. Oaxes Surra offered the following—

‘Whereas, modern society is such that human freedom, in

its best sense, can only be secured by pecuniary independence
Therefore— :

Resolved, That every woman shouldengage herself in Literature,
the Fine Arts, Professions, Agriculture, Commerce, or whatever
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honorable occupation best adapted to her capabilities, that she may
thus remove the stain from labor, and work out her own emaneci-
pation.

This resolution was laid on the table, till after those having prece-
dence should be disposed of.

The President declared the session closed.

EVENING SESSION.

The Convention met at a quarter before seven. House crowded.
President in the Chair.

Lypia F. FowLER read the minutes of the afternoon session.

Susan B. AntHONY read the Resolutions.

Evizasers Oakes Swita read the following letter from Jomx
Nzar, Esq., of Portland :

PorrraND, July 28, 1852,

My Dear Friend :—

® * % ¥ % * Mothers are not only the earliest, but the
best teachers of man. 'What children are, when their mothers have
done with them, and passed them over to their fathers, that will their
country be, after a few years. Before the influence of a father is felt,
the foundations of character are laid for life. The temper is formed
—the habits are begun—the affections are in flower. Happen what
may, chance or change, evil or good, it is the mother’s milk, and not
the father’s fire—the mother’s love, and not the father’s reason, that
shapes the child. .

But how is a mother to lay the foundations of political knowledge,
in a country like ours—a deep, safe and lasting knowledge, in her
sons, the future Law-givers and President-makers of their day, unless
the great principle for which our fathers bled, with all its consequen-
ces, that taxation and representation must go together, be understood
by her, as well as acknowledged ?

And what is that mother good for, as the Teacher of a self-govern-
ing generation, who does not see in the crafty, though affronting
declaration, that all “ men are created equal”—and that citizens are
“free white males,” of a certain age—whereby one-half of our whole
population are disfranchised forever, cither an outrage or a blunder ¢
—falsehood, or foolishness ?
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Are not men, women and children, if “created” at all, in the sense
of such a declaration—in other words, all reasonable and accountable
creatures — are they not “ created,” or born equal in their political
rights and privileges ¢ in the right of governing themselves? If the -
language employed does not mean this—what does it mean? There
is no other equality at birth: nor can there be any other. In no
other sense were any two persons ever equal, since the creation of
the world.

And yet, after all this, look at the condition of woman, as a politi-
cal share-holder, as a citizen of this “the freest Country on earth”—
a country where woman is outwardly more venerated, and more
nearly worshipped, than any where else upon the face of the earth.
Sheis taxed, without being represented: She is never her own mis-
tress: She could not, until this great reformation began, receive or
transmit property, after marriage, as men do, nor even educate her
children. Nor could she acquire property by the labor of her hands
—all she could earn belonged to her master, and the creditors of her
master—that master among whites, being her husband. By the
“law, and the men of the law”—the great champions of woman’s
rights, and of what they call knightly courtesy, a married woman was
and still is, classed with infants, idiots, lunatics, and persons beyond
sea, in all our legislation. And worse than all, she was made to be-
lieve—the simpleton !—that these were her privileges, and her pro-
tection ! Just as the free blacks, in the Free States, are privileged
from serving on juries, training in the militia, and holding office ;
and just as the Hindoo mother is privileged to drown her children,
or throw them to the crocodiles, or set fire to herself on the funeral
pyre of a scoundre] tyrant she never cared a snap for ; and just as the
women of China are privileged from gadding, by being crippled for
life. And wo to him that may try to undeceive them | Ihave been
laboring over twenty years in their behalf, and to this hour, the bit-
terest things that are ever said, or thought of me, are by the women
whom I have been trying to raise up from the condition of bond-slaves,
contented with their task-masters and their fetters, to a state of entire
equality and companionship with man; to the condition of friends,
helpers, and “ pleasant counsellors” in the blessed co-partnership of
marriage—blessed, if equal—cursed, if otherwise.

And here, speaking of law, just suppose that women made the
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laws, and that men were dealt with, and disqualified as they are—
how would the men stomach it! Run a parallel here.
» * * * ok * *

But, whatever else may be done, or not done, at your Convention,
there is one thing you must endeavor to do, at all hazards. With
it, you will have accomplished everything—without it, nothing.

You must oblige men to pay women better wages.

But how? There is only one way. Give her the right of sutfrage
—in other words, the right of meddling with elections; and up go
her wages, with the wages of other laboring people : in other words,
give to every female, as to every male, at the age of twenty-one, the
sacred right of citizenship. Why should not a free white female, be
allowed to help govern herself, and choose her own masters, as well
as every free white male ?

Admitting that she has less bodily power—that she is more liable
to disqualifying sickness—that she has not so much strength of un-
derstanding—are these to be urged against women when they are
never even thought of, as objections to the citizenship of a man ¢ *

* * % «And,if theytake the privileges, they must bear the
burthens of citizenship.”

Agreed. The heaviest burthens of citizenship, they already bear.
Being the mothers of all who claim to be citizens, from the mightiest
to the lowliest, and having done that for them, which their fathers
never could, nor would do, one would suppose that only degenerate
sons would be willing to disqualify them.

But stop; what are the duties, which a woman, admitted to all
the rights of citizenship, would not be able to discharge ?

“She could not enter the militia.” I deny this; for women are
found in all the armies of the earth—shamefully disguised, to be sure,
and acting as men ; not only in the ranks, but as leaders. But, if it
were true — what then? Substitutes are allowed. The aged, the
wealthy, the learned, and the weak and sickly, among men, are all
excused from serving in the militia; and, if not within certain ages,
and able bodied, they are not even required to furnish a substitute.

If men may escape themselves, why not exempt women, for cor-
respondent reasons ?

“But they could not hold office, nor serve on juries, nor sit in our
legislative assembly, without many inconveniences to the public.”
Indeed! But who shall be judge !~ Will you not trust the people 3
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If a woman were elected to office—and such things have happened—
and should prove to be wholly unfit, or should become disqualified—
who is in fault? and where is the remedy ?

You do not gage the understandings, nor the health and strength
of male candidates for office; you do not interfere with electors in
their choice ; nor disqualify men of doubtful characters, or question-
able understandings, or inferior bodily strength. You acknowledge
it to be none of your business, and allow the people to judge for
themselves,

But if women legislate, or hold office, that will lead to the neglect
of their families. :

-And if it did, the proper answer would be—thst is none of your
business. Y

‘Would you dare to urge a similar objection to any man the peo-
ple had taken up, that he would neglect his family ¢ Was such a
thing ever heard of?

‘Why, if all the offices of the country, from the highest to the low-
est: and all the legislation of the country, were in the hands of wo-
men, it would amount to oaly a small per centage of the whole ; not
more than one pér cent. And yet men—these men—argue as if all
our nurseries would have to be abandoned, all our little ones left to
shift for themselves, and our whole country depopulated, if the voters
of both sexes were allowed to choose women for law-givers, or judges,
constables, ot jurymen! When, if permission were given to-morrow,
the probabilities are, that not a married woman would be thought of,
under a certain age; nor one single mother in a thousand, be re-
quired to leave her family, even for sorting or distributing letters in
the post office : nor so muck as one, without her own consent, and the
consent of her husband.

* * * Mark my words: If you do not uphold the dignity of
labor—and this you catnot do, where wages are low—jyou, and yours,
and all the womer of the world, must continue to stitch, stitch, stitch,
to the end of time.

Think you, if women had votes, that we should have thirty or forty
thousand men, sorting and distributing letters ; or copying manu-
scripts, as recording officers—mere copying machines—and at least
one hundred thousand retailing pins and needles, or peddling laces
and ribbons ; candies, cakes and sweetmeats; gloves and stockings ;
bobbins, toys and trumpery, at three times the wages that are ever

4
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paid to women, for correspondent services# Isayno. And I sayit
is a fact, capable of demonstration, that the right of suffrage is worth
about fifty cents a day to the common laborer of our country, and
would: be worth more, upon the average, to all the women of our
country, if a part of them were aHowed to distribute letters, copy pa-
pers, or hold office, and receive for the same labor, the same pay as
men. And why should they not ?

Let me urge upon you, and upén all the strong-hearted women
you are asociated with, who do not regard it as a compliment to be
called masculine of understanding, any more than a robust man
would the being called womanly, to look well at this great question.

Be not deterred, nor frightened, nor fooled, by all the outery about
being “ hustled” at caucuses, or elections, or mobs. 'Women are not
ebliged to go to such places; and if they were, it would be whole-
some for all parties. The first time they ever took the field, even se
far as to become listeners, at political gatherings, was in the great
Harrison campaign ; and what were the consequences ?  Every-where
throughout the whole country, their influence was felt and acknowl-
edged. Violence and ribaldry were rebuked, and men were ashamed
to be less than gentlemen, in the presence of women.

» % % QOne word more. Among the Teachers we have had
upon Earth, I remember but one, who appeared wo have, understood -
the true character of woman. And that was our Lord and Master,
the blessed Savior himself. He, of all the men that have labored for
the elevation of mankind, acknowledged by solemn adjudication, the
equality of woman ; holding her to be no more guilty than her brot.h-
er, if she went astray * * * ®

Look up to Him, if you would not go astray. Claim for your-
selves, and your daughters, and their daughters, what He never de-
nied to you, entire equality with man, with all the correspondent
privileges, obligations, and liabilities; and yeu will triumph at last,
as surely as you put your trustin Him. * % %

Farewell,
J. N.

The President announced Gerrrr Smrra, who was received with
cheers.

Mr. Smite said that the men had been complained of to-day, as
taking great liberties with the rights of women. They had been
taking as great liberty with his rights. -They were determined' to-
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have a speech out of him. He objected to Mr. NEAL'S compliments
to woman, as though she were an angel. She is not an angel!
(Cheers.) She is a woman. I do not believe in getting her to
heaven before her time.

Mr. S. read the first resolution. The women who are engaged in
this movement, are ridiculed as aspiring to be doctors, lawyers, cler-
gymen, sea captains, Generals, Presidents, &c. For the sake of the
argument, I admit that this is true, and that they are totally unfit
for these places. He went on at large, to insist on the perfect equal-
ity in intellect and judgment, of the two sexes. The concession he
had made, was a large one, even for the sake of the argument. The
silly aspirations of these silly women—if the objector pleases, is no
part of the issue. These women complain that they have been

- robbed of great and essential rights. They do not ask favors;
they DEMAND riHTs : the right to themselves ; to their earnings;
to a vote. Suppose I were to go to vote, and a man should push me
back, and say, # you want to be Governor, don’t you?’ - “ No,” I
reply ; “Iwantto exercise a God-given right to vote” Such a taunt
as this, would be no more insulting, than those now cast at the wo-
men, by men unutterably mean and base. Why do women make
reference to their exclusion from places of honor and emolument ?
Simply to show how their rights are cloven down. Let her have her
rights; and then if she fails to secure a proper position, I shall not
be the one to weep over her failure. I ask no favor, no grace, for
woman ; nothing but her rights. Imake no claim that woman is fit
to be 2 member of Congress, or President ; all I ask for her, is what I
ask for the negro—a fair field. All will admit that woman has a
right to herself, and to her earnings. You admit these two rights..
But you are not prepared to admit that she has the right to the bal-
lot. But the other rights must be held by a very precarious tenure,
if she does not exercise this right. If the men who make and admin-
ister the laws, see that females are their constituents, they will not be
very likely to fail to pay due regard to the rights of women. This
is the great Right, which guaranties all other rights.

[Mr. S. sat down, amid the applause of the Convention.]

The President then announced that a letter had been received from
Evizasetr C. STANTON, of Seneca Falls ; which was read by Susax B.
AxTHONY, and from which the following extracts are given:
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SeExecA Farrs, Sept. 6th.

My Dear Friends:—As I cannot be present with you, I wish to
suggest three points, for your serious and earnest consideration.

1st. Should not all women, living in States where woman has a
right to hold property, refuse to pay taxes, so long as she is unrepre-
sented in the government of that State ?

Such a movement, if simultaneous, would no doubt produce a great
deal of confusion, litigation and suffering, on the part of woman ; but
shall we fear to suffer for the maintenance of the same glorious prin-
ciples, for which our fore-fathers fought, and bled, and died. Shall
we deny the faith of the old revolutionary heroes, and purchase for
ourselves a false peace, and ignoble ease, by declaring in action, that
taxation without representation is just? Ah! no; like the English
Dissenters, and high-souled Quakers, of our own land, let us suffer
our property to be seized and sold—but let us never pay another tax,
until our existence as citizens, our civil and political rights, be fully
recognized. * * * * * *

The poor, crushed slave, but yesterday toiling on the rice planta-
tion in Georgia, a beast, a chattel, a thing, is to-day, in the Empire
State, if he own a bit of land, and a shed to cover him, a person, and
may enjoy the proud honor of paying into the hand of the complai-
sant tax-gatherer the sum of seventy-five cents—even so with the
white woman : the satellite of the dinner-pot; the presiding genius
of the wash-tub; the seamstress; the teacher; the gay butterfly of
fashion; the femme covert of the law. Man takes no note of her
through all these changing scénes. But lo! to-day, by the fruits of
her industry, she becomes the owner of a house and lot, and now her
existence is remembered and recognized, and she too may have the
privilege of contributing to the support of this mighty Republic—for
the “white male citizen” claims of her one dollar and seventy-five
cents a year—because, under the glorious institutions of this free and
happy land, she has been able, at the age of fifty years, to possess
herself of a property worth the enormous sum of three hundred dol-
lars. It is natural to suppose, she will answer this demand on her,
joyously and promptly ; for she must, in view of all her rights and
privileges, so long enjoyed, consider it a great favor, to be permitted
to contribute thus largely to the governmental treasury.

One thing is certain, this course will necessarily involve a good
deal of litigation, and we shall need lawyers of our own sex, whose
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intellects, sharpened by their interests, shall be quick to discover the
loop-holes of retreat. Laws are capable of many and various con-
structions ; we find among men, that as they have new wants, as
they develope into more enlarged views of justice, the laws are sus-
ceptible of more generous interpretation, or are changed altogether ;
that is, all laws touching their own interests : for while man has abol-
ished hanging for theft, imprisonment for debt, and secured universal
suffrage for himself, a married woman, in most of the States of the
Union, remains a non-entity in law — can own nothing; can be
whipped and locked up by her lord ; can be worked without wages ;
be robbed of her inheritance, stripped of her children, and left alone,
and penniless—and all this, they say, according to law. Now, it is
quite time that we have these laws revised, by our own sex—for man
does not yet feel, that what is unjust for himself, is also unjust for
woman. Yes, we must have our own lawyers, as well as our physi-
cians and priests. Some of our women should go at once into this
profession, and see if there is no way by which we may shuffie off
our shackles, and assume our civil and political rights. We cannot
accept man’s interpretation of the law.  *  * % #

2d. Do not sound philosophy, and long experience teach us, that
man and woman should be educated together ?

This isolation of the sexes, in all departments, in the business and
pleasure of life, is an evil greatly to be deplored. We see its bad
effects on all sides. Look at our National Councils. Would man,
as a statesman, ever have enacted such scenes, as the capitol of our
country has witnessed, had the feminine element been fairly repre-
sented in their midst? Are all the duties of husband and father to
be made subservient to those of statesman and politician? How
many of these husbands return to their homes as happy and content-
ed—as pure and loving, as when they left? Not one in ten. *

* % % Experience has taught us, that man has discovered the
most profitable branches of industry, and we demand a place by his
. side. Inasmuch, therefore, as we have the same objects in life, name-
ly, the full development of all our powers, and should, to some ex-
tent, have the same employments, we need precisely the same educa-
tion; and we therefore claim that the best colleges of our country be
opentous. *  * * This point, the education of boys and girls
together, is a question of the day ; it was prominent at the late Edu-
cational Convention, in Newark ; and it is fitting that in our Con-
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vention it should be fully discussed. My ground is, that the boy and
the girl, the man and the woman, should be always together, in the
business and pleasures of life : sharing alike its joys and sorrows, its
distinction and fame ; nor will they ever be harmoniously developed,

. until they are educated together, physically, intellectually, and
morally.

She hoped, therefore, that in the proposed People’s College, some'
place would be provided, where women could be educated side by
side with men.

There is no better test of the spirituality of a man, than is found
in his idea of the true woman. Men, having separated themselves
from woman, in the business of life, and thus made their natures
coarse, by contact with their own sex exclusively, now demand sepa-
rate pleasures too ; and, in lieu of the cheerful family circle, its books,
games, music, and pleasant conversation, they congregate in clubs, to
discuss politics, to gamble, drink, ete., in those costly, splendid estab-
lishments, got up for such as cannot find sufficient excitement, in their
own parlor or studios. It seems never to enter the heads of these
fashionable husbands, that the hours drag as heavily with their fash-
ionable wives, as they sit alone, night after night, in their solitary
elegance, wholly given over to their own cheerless reflections: for
what subjects of thought have they? Gossip and fashion will do for
talk, but not for thought. Their Theology is tco gloomy and shad-
owy, to afford them much pleasure in contemplation ; their Religion
is a thing of form, and not of life, so it brings them no joy or satis-
faction. As to the Reforms of the day, they are too genteel to feel
much interest in them. There is no class more pitiable, than the
unoccupied woman of fashion, thrown wholly upon herself. * *

* % % Does not the present abuse of the religious elementin
woman demand our earnest attention and investigation ?

Priesteraft did not end with the beginning of the reign of Protest-
antism. Woman has always been the greatest dupe, because the
sentiments act blindly, and they alone have been educated in her.

Her veneration, not guided by an enlightened intellect, leads her
as readily to the worship of saints, pictures, holy days, and inspired
men and books, as to the living God, and the everlasting principles
of Justice, Mercy, and Truth. * * i *

There is the Education Society, in which women who can barely
read and write, and speak their own language correctly, form se “~e
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societies, and beg funds to educate a class of lazy, inefficient young
men for the ministry, who, starting in life on the false principle that
it is a blessing to escape physical labor, begin at once to live on their
piety. What is the result? Why, after going through College,
Theological Seminaries, and a brief struggle at fitting up skeleton
sermons, got up by older heads, for the benefit of beginners, and after
preaching them for a season to those who hunger and thirst for light.
and truth, they sink down into utter insignificance, too inefficient to
keep a place, and too lazy to earn the salt to their porridge—whilst
the women work on, to educate more, for the same noble destiny.
Look at the long line of benevolent societies, all filled with these male
agents, living, like so many leeches, on”the religious element in. our
natures. Most of them, from the ranks of the clergy, who, unable
to build up, or keep a church, have taken refuge in some of these
theological asylums for the intellectually maimed, halt, and blind, of’
this profession.

‘Woman really thinks she is doing God service, when she casts her
mite into their treasury, when in fact, not one tenth of all the funds
raised, ever reach the ultimate object.

Among the clergy, we find our most violent enémies—those most
opposed to any change in woman’s position ; yet no sooner does one
of these find himself out of place and pocket, than, if all the places
in the various benevolent societies chance to be occupied, he takes a
kind of philanthropic survey of the whole habitable globe, and forth-
with forms a Female Benevolent Society, for the conversion of the
Jews, perchance, or for sending the gospel to the Feejee Islands—
and he is, in himself, the law for the one, and the gospel for the
other. Now, the question is not whether the Jews are converted, or
whether the gospel ever reaches the Islands; but does the agent
flourish? TIs his post profitable? And does woman beg and stitch
faithfully for his support, and for the promotion of his glorious
mission ¢

Now, I ask woman, with all seriousness, considering that we have
little to give, had we not better bestow our own charities with our
own hands? And, instead of sending our benevolent outgushings, in
steamers, to parts unknown, had we not better let them flow in
streams whose length and breadth we can survey at pleasure, know-
ing their source, and where they empty themselves ?



34 PROCEEDINGS.

* * * Thus woman, in her present ignorance, is made to rest
in the most distorted view of God and the Bible, and the laws of her
being ; and, like the poor slave, “Uncle Tom,” her religion, instead
of making her noble and free, and impelling her to flee from all gross
surroundings, by the false lessons of her spiritual teachers—by the
wrong application of great principles of right and justice, has made
ber bondage but more certain and lasting — her degradation more
hopeless and complete.

ELIZABETH C. STANTON.

'l

Marivpa E. J. Gack, of Manlius, offered the following resolution :

‘Whereas, the peace of society depends on the promotion of justice ;
and the happiness of mankind on the enjoyment of their rights ; and,
whereas, the absolute rights and natural equality of both sexes are
self-evident, and cannot be given by favor, but eternally exist, therefore,

Resolved, That it is the imperative obligation of every woman, to
enter into the discharge of the duties arising from her natural rights,
and to direct her most strenuous efforts to the acquiring of those
rights, now forcibly withheld.

Lucy StoNE next addressed the Convention,

She urged upon woman, the duty of resisting taxation, so long as she
is not represented. It may involve the loss of friends, as it surely
will that of property. But let them all go: friends, house, garden-
spot, all. The principle at issue requires the sacrifice. Resist; let
the case be tried in the courts; be your own lawyers; base your
cause on the admitted, self-evident truth, that “ taxation and repre-
sentation are inseparable.” One such resistance, by the agitation that
would grow out of it, will do more to set this question right, than all
the Conventions in the world. There are fifteen millions of taxable
property, owned by women of Boston, who have no voice, either in
the use or imposition of the tax. So that, however they may revolt,
and abhor the atrocious deed, they are compelled to aid in returning
Thomas Sims to slavery, who in his life’s young prime, and yearning
for liberty, had sought refuge in their city ; and so also for any other
atrocious deed the government may perpetrate.

We want, that our men friends, who are so justly proud of their
¢ Declaration of Independence,” should make their practice consistent
with it. But if they will not do that, then let them blot from its
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page, the grandest truths their Fathers ever uttered—truths that the
crushed soul of humanity, the wide world round, has leaped to hear.
But, sisters, the right of suffrage will be secured to us, when we our-
selves are willing to incur the odium, and loss of property, which re-
sistance to this outrage on our rights will surely bring with it.

Mr. J. B. BricuAM, a school teacher, said he wished to say a few
words, in reply to the arguments used. He said, the “feminine
element” which women possessed, in opposition to the masculine
element in men, showed that their spheres were not the same, and
that woman was only truly lovely and happy, when in her own
sphere and her own element. He was very happy to hear the
phrase “feminine element,” for if they understood this it would
guide them in everything. In the very animals the difference was
manifest. He thought women ought to be keepers at home, and
mind domestic concerns ; and he had no doubt that the true object
of this Convention, was not so much to acquire any real or supposed
rights, as to make the speakers and actors conspicuous. He wished to
urge upon those engaged in this Convention to claim nothing mas-
culine for women.

Gerrir SmrtH said, if his esteemed friend would allow him, he
would hand him over to Lucreria Morr, as he wanted him to feel
the power of a woman. Mr. S. then alluded to the stone which a
woman cast from the wall, in a siege by Abimelech, and when it fell
on his head, he commanded his armor-bearer to thrust him through,
that he might not be slain by a woman. He would not leave his
friend that privilege. He would hand him over to a woman, to slay
him,

Lucreria Morr took the stand, and spoke at considerable length.
She cited several examples to prove that women were equal in strength
to men, and superior in industry.

It was impossible, she said, for one man to have arbitrary power
over another, without becoming despotic. Sbe did not expect our
friend to see how woman is robbed. Women were to feel it.
Slave-owners did not perceive themselves oppressors, but slaves did.
Gerrrr SmitH alluded to one woman, whom our friend would call
out of her sphere. If he believes in the Bible, he must acknowledge
that Deborah, a mother in Israel, arose by divine command and led
the armies of Israel. She also referred to the wife of Heber, the

Kenite, who drove the nail into the head of the Canaanite General,
5
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and was celebrated therefor in the songs of Israel. She thought
female preaching in harmony with the doctrine of Paul. She
referred to Paul's directions to women how to preach, and his ex-
hortations to them to qualify themselves for this function, and notto
pin their faith on ministers’ sleeves.

She cited Willis’ Unwritten Philosophy, and advised Mr. BricEAM
not to stake his wisdom against the allotment of the Almighty.

Our schools were opened at last to women, and they had now sent
out teachers. Colleges were now opened, and Lucy StoxE and An-
TOINETTE BROWN had entered, and obtained there diplomas, and now
went out and pleaded the cause of the slave, and of their own sex,
with an eloquence almost equal to that of our young friend, here.

The medical world was now open to woman, and noble examples
had been set by talented females. Woman’s sphere had been en-
larging and widening, till it is now filling, not only the whole earth,
but also heaven.

Mr. BrierAM could not appreciate the propriety of Mr. Smrra’s mode
of logic. He himself had not the eloquence of Miss SroxE, or
Miss Broww, for he had not the “feminine element.” He did not object
to woman’s voice being heard. He would have them visit this city,
and seek out the breathing-holes of perdition. He remarked, that
women had less voice than men.

Mrs. Morr asked whether her young friend had sent a protest to
old England, against Victoria’s proroguing Parliament. In the year-
ly meetings of the Friends, documents read by the men, had been
read by the women’s clerk, that they might be better understood.

She closed by saying, that Lucy StroNe and ANtoINETTE BrOWN
wanted to treat this subject more at length, to-morrow, and she
hoped her young friend, BricrAM, would be present and discuss the
question farther.

Mr. PrY~E made some remarks, and was followed by Mr. How-
LETT.

Lucy SronE said, Mr. Bricuam lacked faith in God. That wo-
man’s nature was stamped and sealed by her Creator, and there was
no danger of her unsexing herself, so long as He was on the Throne,
or His eye watched her.

The meeting then adjourned until nine o’clock Thursday morning.
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THURSDAY MORNING BESSION.

Convention called to order at nine o’clock, by the President. The
attendance large; all the seats in the Hall occupied—the greater
number women, but a respectable representation of men. The great-
est interest prevailed.

The minutes of yesterday were read by Lyoia F. Fowrer, and
approved.

A proposition for a Finance Committee having been made, by Rev.
Mr. May, and it being suggested that WexpELL PriLiips, the Trea-
surer, is the proper person to whom to send the money, a discussion
was raised upon the manner in which the Convention is constituted.

B. S. JoxEs, of Ohio, wanted to know whether the officers were
elected for one year, for life, or good behavior. When he saw the
call of this Convention—as a national one—it was new to him, and
to the friends of Woman’s Rights, in the West.

PavLiva W. Davis said, the first Convention was called by cor-
respondence with the friends of Woman's Rights, in every part of the
country ; and it was attended by delegates from moreStates than the
present Convention, which is the third. The former Conventions,
held at Worcester, elected their Central Committee for the year. It
would be impossible to get up a Convention without a Committee.
Is that satisfactory, Mr.JonNEs ¢

Mr. Jongs — It is satisfactory, so far as Mrs. Davis herself under-
stands it.

The President said, this was not, as yet, a permanent organization,
but only a Convention for the time being. Perhaps it would be
deemed advisable to form an organization, and then standing Com-
mittees could be appointed, and all the usual machinery. She thought
it would be premature to send the funds to WENDELL PriLLips, the
Treasurer of the last Convention, unless no other Treasurer were ap-
pointed.

It was then proposed, by Rev. Mr. May, that all those who had
purchased tickets of admission, (and they numbered five hundred,)
should write their names and residences on the backs of the cards,
and hand them in, on the last day of the Convention, that the officers
might communicate with them, in reference to the next Convention.

Lucy StoNE said, none need give their names who were not wil-
ling to co-operate in the future, with us. .
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It was then agreed that a Committee of Finance should be appoint-
ed, and Rev. Mr. MAy being nominated, declined, and named Mrs.
StePHEN SmiTH, of Syracuse.

PresipENT—Woman’s Rights women do not like to be called by
their husbands’ names, but their own.

Mr. May—Then, Rosa Syrrs.

This lady was elected; also, ELizaBers W. PriLLips, JosEPH
SAvacE, and CaroriNe M. SeverENCE, of Ohio.

E. L. Rosk, from the Nominating Committee, reported the name
of CaroLiNe M. SEVERENCE, of Ohio, as a Vice President, and she
was unanimously confirmed as such by the Convention.

Matiepa E. J. Gagg, of Manlius, next addressed the Convention :

* % % % % This Convention has assembled to discuss the
subject of Woman’s Rights, and form some settled plan of action for
the future. Let Syracuse sustain her name for radicalism. While
so much is said of the inferior intellect of woman, it is by a strange
absurdity conceded that very many eminent men owe their station in
life to their mothers. Women are now in the situation of the mass
of mankind, a few years since, when science and learning were in the
hands of the priests, and property was held by vassalage ; the Pope
and the priests claimed to be, not only the teachers, but the guides
of the people; the laity were not permitted to examine for them-
selves ; education was held to be unfit for the masses, while the
tenure of their landed property was such as kept them in a continual
state of dependence on their feudal lord.

% % % Tt is but a short time, since the most common rudi-
ments of education were deemed sufficient for any woman ; could she
but read tolerably, and write her own name, it was enough.

* * * Trammeled as women have been, by might and cus-
tom, there are still many shining examples, which serve as beacon
lights of what may be attained by genius, labor, energy, and perse-
verance combined. “ The longer I live in the world,” says Goethe,
“ the more I am certain, that the great difference between the great,
and insignificant, is energy, invincible determination, an honest pur-
pose once fixed, and then victory.” Sir Isaac Newton said of himself,
“that if ever he had been able to do anything, he had effected it by
patient thinking only”; and we are all familiar with the anecdote
which narrates the starting occasion of that train of thought. Ik
. Masvel, in his Dream Life, says, “there is no genius in life, like the
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*  genius of energy and industry ; that all the traditions, so current
among young men, that certain great characters have wrought their
greatness by inspiration, as it were, grow out of a sad mistake ; and
that there are no rivals so formidable, as those earnest, determined
minds, which reckon the value of every hour, and which achieve emi-
nence by persistent application.”

Although so much is said against the unfitness of woman for public
life, it can be seen, from Semiramis to Victoria, that she has a peculiar
fitness for governing. In poetry, Sappho was honored by the title of the
tenth Muse. Helena Lucretio Corano, a Venetian lady, who lived in the
seventeenth century, was a woman of such rare scientific attainments,
that the most illustrious persons, in passing through Venice, were
more anxious to see her than all the curiosities of the city. She de-
voted herself, with intense perseverance, to literary pursuits ; was made
a Doctor, and received the title of Unalterable ; and, with all, com-
bined an unostentatious humility. She was but thirty-eight, when
she died. Mary Cunitz, a native of Silesia, was one of the greatest
geniuses of the sixteenth century. She understood many languages,
was skilled in history, poetry, painting, music, and medicine ; and
these were but amusements. She particularly applied herself to
Mathematics, and especially to Astronomy. She was ranked as one
of the most able astronomers of her time, and formed astronomical
tables, that acquired for her a great reputation. Another lady of the
seventeenth century, Anne Maria Schureman, succeeded admirably
in sculpture, engraving, and music. She was also learned in various
languages ; but in miniature painting she particularly excelled.

Constantia Grierson, an Irish girl, of poor parentage, was celebrated
for her literary attainments, although she died at the early age of
twenty-seven.

‘With the learning, energy, and perseverance of Lady Jane Grey,
Mary, and Elizabeth, all are familiar. Mrs. Montague is spoken of
by Cowper, as standing at the head of all that is called learned, and,
that every critic veiled his bonnet at her superior judgment. Joan-
nie Baillie has been termed the female Shakspeare. Miss Caroline
Herschell shares the fame of her brother, as an astronomer, having
herself discovered planets and comets. The greatest triumphs of the
present age, in the drama, music, and literature, have been achieved
by females, among whom may be mentioned Miss Cushman, Jenny
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Lind, Miss Chesebro, Miss Carey, Miss Fennimore Cooper, Grace
Greenwood, Mrs. Stowe, and Margaret Fuller Ossoli.  Mrs. Somer-
ville's renown has long been spread over both hemispheres, as one
of the first astronomers of the present age. With this, she combines
various literary acquirements; and to those who think them incom-
patible with feminine duties, it can be shown that she discharged, in
an eminent degree, every social and family requirement.

To those who say women do not desire their rights, or think they
have them already, I would say, converse with any intelligent woman
on the subject, and you will not find them indifferent. "Woman feels
deeply, keenly, her degradation, but is bound by the iron hand of
custom which so long has exercised tyrant rule over her. An
ignorant woman is nominally in the same condition as the peasant
who thinks it right that a king shall rule over him; and to keep
him content, he is made to believe it would be blasphemy and trea-
son in him to call in question this right.

* % % T honor those noble women, who have been willing to
pioneer in the path of duty and right, and bear the obloquy which
always has, and always will, follow the first promulgation of unac-
customed truths : so suffered the martyrs of old ; so suffers Kossuth,
Obloquy is said to be a necessary ingredient of all true glory; it
might be said to be a necessary concomitant of all great truths.

¥ * % The question is,how can this mental and moral lethar-
gy, which now binds the generality of women, be shaken off ! They
are educated to a state of entire dependence ; taught before marriage,
to expect a support from their fathers, and after, from their husbands ;
to suppress their convictions, if contrary to those of their fathers,
brothers and husbands, and to allow others to act for them. This
state of listlessness follows as a natural consequence.

Self-reliance is one of the first lessons to be taught our daughters ;
they should be educated with our sons, and equally with them taught
to look forward to some independent means of support—either to
one of the professions, or the business best fitted to exercise their tal-
ents. Marriage has been looked to as the acme of hope, by women ;
and why? Because all lucrative and honorable means of support
have been seized by men, and women have been driven to marriage,
as a necessity. To what more fertile cause can be attributed the
uncongeniality frequently existing between married parties? Wo-
men have been instructed in showy accomplishments, while literature
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has been nearly cast aside, as unnecessary ; men have been educated
Bot to expect companionship in their wives. At the proposition of
equal education and rights, man starts up and says, if women are
admitted as equals, you ruin domestic harmony. If a woman is per-
mitted to think for herself, forsooth, she may disagree in her views
with her husband, and family peace be destroyed. A fig for such
reasoning! Were refined, intelligent conversation in the home circle
appreciated, club-rooms, secret societies, taverns, and stores, where
man’s leisure is generally spent, would be less frequented ; for where
all are educated, it is a disgrace to be ignorant, and time now wasted,
would be spent in improvement.

* % * Being placed in a position compelling them to act, has
caused many persons to discover talents in themselves they were be-
fore unaware of possessing. Great emergencies produce great leaders,
seemingly fitted by Providence, while it is but the arousing some
energy, hitherto dormant.

* % * Those , who fear woman’s incapacity to cope with the
trials of life, should consider what is now actually thrust upon her,
by existing customs: Thousands of women are driven to a life of
pollution, by the insufficiency of wages in those departments of labor
which she is legitimately permitted to enter. Let any who doubt,
read the statistics of London, New York, or any other great.city—or
the confessions of the poor creatures themselves! One, (int a report,
a while since, on the London seamstresses,) says, “if I was never al-
lowed to speak more; it was the meager pay I received by labor, that
led me to 40 astray. 1 struggled very hard to Reep myself chaste,
but found I eould not get food and clothing for myself and mother.
Could I honestly have earned emough to have subsisted upon—to
feed and clothe myself, I should have remained virtuous.” * * *
Nor is the condition of this class much better in our own country.
In the reports of those missionaries who have recently directed their
efforts of reform to the vilest sinks of infamy in New York, we per-
ceive the cause which operates to keep the ranks of iniquity filled.
Earning but a scanty subsistence, totally inadequate to provide the
commonest necessaries of life, these women have, as constant accom-
paniments, warit, labor unceasing, broken rest, and in the end a
chance of starvation. With nothing to cheer, nothing to encourage,
and driven by task-masters as merciless as those of Pharach, or of
the Southern cotton and rice plantations ; while opposed to this, is
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offered a life of ease, plenty, society, and amusement. Instead of the
damp, dark, confined, noisome room, occupied by the sewing girl,
are presented to her imagination, large, high, airy, and commodious
dwellings, adorned with flowers, and enlivened by music; and is it
strange she falls ?

* % ¥ Custom has been, and is now, the mistress who plants
her foot on the too willing neck of prostrate womanhood. ~Of custom,
which has been termed unwritten law, it is our first duty,” says
Blackstone, “to make enquiries as to its legality; for if it is not a
good custom, it ought no longer to be used.” In all governments, it
would be the dictate of policy, for the governed to submit to what the
governors decree, provided they decree nothing inconsistent with
their natural rights; but as soon as any government stretches its
powers so far as to destroy the natural rights, to which the members
of a commanity are entitled, these last are justified, by all the laws of
God and man, in opposing such a government. We claim, as a natu-
ral right, the same privilege of acting as we think best, which is accord-
od to the other half of mankind—a right bestowed upon us by God,
when he created man in his own image, after his own likeness, both
male and female, and gave them equal dominion : Genesis, 1st chap.,
26th, 27th, and 28th verses.

* % % Although our country makes great professions in re-
gard to general liberty, yet the right to particular liberty, natural
equality, and personal independence, of two great portions of this
country, is treated, from custom, with the greatest contempt; and
color in the one instance, and sex in the other, are brought as rea-
sons why they should be so derided ; and the mere mention of such,
natural rights is frowned upon, as tending to promote sedition and
anarchy.

* % % Tetus look at the rights it is boasted women now pos-
sess. After marriage, the husband and wife are considered as one
person in law, which I hold to be false, from the very laws applicable
to married parties. "Were it so, the act of one would be as binding
as the acts of the other, and wise legislators would not meet to enact
statutes defining the peculiar rights of each; were it so, a woman
could not legally be a man’s inferior. Such a thing would be a veri-
table impossibility. One half of a person can not be under the pro-
tection or direction of the other half. Blackstone says, “a woman
may indeed be attorney for her husband, for that implies no separa-
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tion from, but rather a representation of her lord. And a husband
may also bequeath any thing to his wife, by will ; for it can not take
effect, till the coverture is determined by his death.” After stating at
considerable length, the reasons showing their unity, the learned
commentator proceeds to cut the knot, and show they are not one,
but are considered as two persons, one superior, and one inferior—
and not only so, but the inferior, in the eye of the law, as acting from
compulsion. A wife can’not, by will, devise lands to her husband ;
for at the time of such act, she is supposed to be under his coercion,
and therefore all deeds executed, and acts done by her, during her
coverture, are void, except it be those where she is solely and di-
rectly examined, to learn if her act be voluntary! How degrading !
how humiliating ! and carrying on the face of it, crying injustice, is
the position woman is compelled to assume, when thus taken aside,
by the magistrate, and asked, “ Do you sign this deed of your own
free will and accord, and not by fear and compulsion of your hus-
band #” Out upon it! Why the very stones would cry out, should
woman longer hold her peace.

Every father has a right to bind, or give away, any of his children,
while minors, without the consent, or even knowledge of the mother ;
and when he dies, she is not considered a competent guardian for
the child, and the father can, by Part 2d, Title 8, Sec. 1st, of Vol.
2d, Revised Statutes, in his will, or deed, exclude the mother from
participation in such guardianship; for though called one, the father
alone has legal power over the children. A mother, as such, is enti-
tled to no power over her own children.

A woman’s personal property, by marriage becomes absolutely
her husband’s, which, at his death, he may give away from her;
while at her death she has no such power, or any power, of disposing
of his personal property. The law very kindly allows a woman her
wearing apparel, as well as jewels and ornaments, provided the latter
were not disposed of by her husband, previous to his death ; and pro-
vided the children do not live with her, sheis allowed one bed, bed-
stead, and bedding.

* % ¥ Man may not only bid her stand aside from all that is
lucrative, but when, by patient industry, she has accumulated a sus-
tenance, he seizes the control of the whole. Even now, a case arises
to mind, of a woman who, by daily washing, had earned enough to
buy a house for herself and dissipated husband. A short time since,

6
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the husband was taken sick, and not being expected to live, be-
queathed the whole to his brother; and all the wife could get, was
the interest of one third, during her natural life. And where was
her redress ? She had none. A shame on such laws! asHAME on
such men. A woman not only till recently) lost all right of holding
property by marriage, but she lost her personal identity. In this
act, she becomes absorbed in another. At the death of her husband,
she is left a queen, or a beggar, as the option of her lord dictates;
while, should she die first, she has no right to the disposition of any
of the property accumulated by the united industry ; for by Title 1st,
Part 2d, Sec. 1st, 2d Vol. Revised Statutes, of this State, Idiots, per-
sons of unsound mind, married women, and infants, are declared in-
eompetent to devise real estate. Well classed, truly !

The present laws are deleterious to the moral sensibilities of both
husband and wife. Woman has no inducement to prudence and
industry, and she is obliged seemingly to acquiesce in the wishes of
her husband, however repugnant to her, as the only means of obtain-
ing, in even a small degree, her own ; or she isallowed to follow her
own plans and views as a favor, and not from the lack of power to
eompel her to do otherwise.

* * * Tn the present posture of our national affairs, when the
instruments of power, although professedly in the hands of the peo-
ple, are, in reality, lodged in the hands of a moiety, thereby forming
an Aristocracy, rather than a Republic—what are we to expect, but
that onme portion of the nation will be sunk in ignorance and
grovelling submission.

* * * Wo areinvited to acquire a knowledge of government,
not only by many immediate benefits, but by a multitude of future
ones ; and who can say it will not end in the full maturity of public
happiness? Nothing is a stronger proof how natural the love of
liberty is to mankind, than the efforts made to attain it. Let wives
cast aside the thought that their highest duty consists in gratifying
their husbands palates, by some delicacy ; or listening with smiling
countenance, to what he may please to relate of the day’s occurrences,
while placidly darning his stocking, with no higher ambition than to
have it well done. Ido not, by any means depreciate these necessary
employments, in their proper place ; but they should not be the chief
business of theirlives. The duty to please, devolves equally on both
parties. Remember your duty to God, and your own sex, as well as
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to man. Let us make such use of our talent, as to receive the plau-
dit of our Maker, of well done, good and faithful servant.

To mothers we look, especially to young mothers, for the instruc-
tion of their children in the principles of justice and right, and to see
that equal justice is granted to both ; not giving one every advantage,
and according none to the other.

* * ¥ We need not expect the concessions demanded by wo-
men will be peaceably granted ; there will be a long moral warfare,
before the citadel yields; in the meantime, let us take possession of
the outposts. The public must be aroused to a full sense of the jus-
tice of our claims. Beside the duty of educating our children, so as
to make the path of right, easy to their feet, is that of discussion, news-
paper articles, petitions: all great reforms are gradual. Fear not
any attempt to frown down the revolution already commenced ;

nothing is a more fertile aid of reform, than an attempt to check it;
work on!
“ Work sows the seed :

Even the rock may yield its flower :

No lot so hard, but human power,

Exerted to one end and aim,

May congquer fate, and captare fame!

Presson!

Pause not in fear :
Preach no desponding, servile view—
What e’er thou will’st thy WiLL may do.

Work on, and win!
Shall light from nature’s depth arise,
And thou, whose mind can grasp the skies,
Sit down with fate, and idly rail ?—
No—Oxwarp! Let the Truth prevail !”

3. Brizasers Joxes, of Ohio, then addressed the Convention :

She was glad to mingle with the free spirits in that hall. This was
a time of progress, and man might sooner arrest the progress of the
lightning, or the clouds, or stay the waves of the ses, than stay the on-
ward march of Truth, with her hand on her sword, and her banner
unfurled. She was not in the habit of talking much about women's
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rights—she was one of those who, instead of talking about rights,’
took them, without saying anything about it.

She occupied pulpits, all over the country, five days out of seven,
in lecturing on science, and she did not find any objection. She was
not sufficiently versed in the subject, to know what all the women
wanted ; but she knew what she wanted herself, and she wanted what
the men were most unwilling to grant—the right to vote. That in.
cluded all other rights. She wanted to go into the Legislative Hall,
sit on the Judicial Bench, and fill the Chair of the Executive. Now
do you understand us ¢ This we claim on the ground of humanity ;
and on the ground that taxation and representation go together. The
whole question resolves itself into this. There has been no attempt
to dispute this. No man in this hall, or who may come into it, will
venture to deny the right of woman to vote. You may make many
arguments against the expediency of exercising it, but the right is
ours. But while we are deprived of political rights, there are other
rights in connection, and which no law prevents. We can take our
rights as merchants, and in other avocations, by investing our capital
in them. But we stand back, and wait till it is popular for us to be-
come merchants, doctors, lecturers, or practitioners of the mechanic
arts. I know girls, who have mechanical genius sufficient, perhaps,
to become Arkwrights and Fultons, but their mothers would not ap-
prentice them. Which of the women of this Convention have sent
their daughters as apprentices to a watchmaker? There is no law
against this ?

The PresmENT — The Church and public opinion are stronger
than law.

L. A. Jenkins, of Waterloo, N. Y., wanted to ask the lady, whether
there was any law to prevent women voting, in this State? The stat-
ute states white male citizens may vote, but does not say that white
female citizens cannot.

J. E. JonEs said she was not sufficiently acquainted with the law,
to answer—but she held, that whether the statute book was in favor,
or against the right, women had a natural right to vote, which no
human laws could abrogate.

AxrorNerte L. BrRowx said she knew instances of colored persons
voting, under the same circumstances, and their votes being allowed,
by the legal authorities ; there being no express provision forbidding
them to vote. She had been just informed, by some person, that J.
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A. Dix declared the proceedings of a school meeting void, because
two women voted at it. But this proved nothing, except the individ-
ual opinion of Mr. Dix.

Mr. Joxes said he supposed Miss Brown referred to Ohio, where
cases of that kind had come before the courts; but it was a splitting
of hairs, between black and white blood ; and the judges decided in
favor of the right to vote, because there was fifty per cent of white
blood in the persons in question. He thought that the permission to
white males to vote, excluded all others.

Mirs. Davis said, when the Rhode Island Convention to alter the
Constitution, was sitting, in the draft they said, “all citizens ;” but
they discovered afterwards that the word male, was not inserted, and
they immediately put it in, intending, of course, to exclude women.
Mrs. D. then proceeded to read a letter of Rev. A. D. Mavo, of Glou-
cester, Mass., remarking that it was supposed the clergy were opposed,
yet here was a distinguished clergyman in their favor.

GLOUCESTER, Mass., August 24, 1852.

To Mrs. Pavrina W. Davis :

Dear Madam :(— * * * Thave never questioned what I un-
derstand to be ‘the central principle of the reform in which you are
engaged. I believe that every mature soul is responsible directly to
God, not only for its faith and opinions, but for the details of its life
in the world. In every crisis of duty, there can be consultation, at
last, only between one spirit and its Creator. The assertion that wo-
man is responsible to man for her belief or conduct, in any other
sense than man is responsible to woman, I reject, not as a believer in
any theory of “ Woman’s Rights,” but as a believer in that religion
which knows neither male nor female, in its imperative demand upon
the individual conscience.

This being true, I know not by what logic the obligation of wo-
man to form her own ideal of life, and pursue the career which her
reason and conscience dictate, can be denied. The sphere of activity
in which any person will shine is always an open question until an-
swered by experience. I may admire the wisdom of the mind which
has discovered that half the people in the world are incompetent to
act beyond one circle of duty ; but until the fact has been established
by the universal failure of your sex, every where outside that fatal
line, I must admire rather than believe. Every real position in soci-
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ety is achieved by cbnqumt. I must convince my people that I am

a true minister of the Gospel, before I can claim their respect and
support. And when a woman, in the possession of the powers and

opportunities given her by God, tells me she must trade, or instruct
the young, or heal the sick, or paint, or sing, or act upon the stage,
or call sinners to repentance, I can say but one thing—just what I
must say to the man who affirms the same — ¢ My friend, show your
ability to serve society in this way, and all creation cannot deprive
you of the right. If you can do this, to which you aspire; can do it
well, then you and every body will be the gainers. And whoever
says you have forfeited any essential grace or virtue of womanhood
by your act, betrays, by the accusation, an utter incompetency to
judge upon questions of human responsibility and obligation.”

* % ¥ T therefore believe the method of this Reform, is that
declared by God, when he said to Adam: “In the sweat of thy face
shalt thou eat bread.” There is no “royal road” to womanhood, as
there is certainly none to manhood. ¥You must achieve what you
desire.

* % ¥ Woman must do much, before man can help her. I
suppose the sexes are about equally culpable; and I make no pecu-
liar charge, when I say that untilI can see more individual consecra-
tion, more clearness of perception and firmness of conduct, in regions
outside the walls of the household, among the mass of women, than
now, I shall not cherish extravagant hopes of the great immediate
success of your noble object. _

* * % Your movement is a part of the great onward march
of society, and must be exposed to the reverses from outward hostili-
ty, and inward faithlessness, that have always hindered the progress
of the race.

* * * This reform will be a sword of division, and you will
not be surprised when those who have entered it from any motive
less exalted than consecration to duty, fall away in weariness and dis-
gust. Yet all the more honorable will it be to those who are con-
tent to remain, and abide the fatal conditions of sincere human effort.
You are not very near your journey’send ; but you are doing much
for yoursex, in a mode which will “ tell ” inevitably upon society. I
often encounter a new spirit of self respect and honorable independ-
ence; anew hope, and works corresponding to it, among young
women, which I can trace back to these Conventions. I believe cul-
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tivated men in all professions, are becoming ashamed to treat your
arguments with open ridicule or quiet contempt, and occupy a posi-
tion, at least, of fair minded neutrality, to a greater degree than ever
before; while the popular sympathies are every year more enlisted
in your success.

* * * With great respect, I remain your friend and fellow
laborer in the cause of truth,

A. D. MAYO.

SamuEL J. May read letters from Wwu. LLoyp Garriso, of Bos-
ton, and Margarer H. Anprews, of Newburyport, extracts from
‘which follow :

“ Much, very much, do I regret that I cannot be at the Woman’s
Rights Convention, which is to assemble to-morrow in Syracuse ; but
circumstances prevent. I shall be there in spirit, from its organiza-
tion to its dissolution. It has as noble an object in view, ay, and as
Christian a one, too, as was ever advocated beneath the sun. Heaven
bless all its proceedings.

Yours for all Human Rights,
‘WM. LLOYD GARRISON.”

Rev. S.J. May.

“T wish to express my deep sympathy, to those brave women who
are struggling against ancient prejudices and modern folly, and who
will eventually elevate our sex to a position which will command the
respect of those who now regard them with derision and contempt ;
and my gratitude to the noble minded men who are extending a
helping hand to those who have hitherto been considered the weak
and dependant portion of society, and are endeavoring to raise them
to their stand, instead of trying to establish their superiority over
them. Such conduct shows true greatness and dignity of character.

I wish to bear my share of the reproach and contumely which will
be liberally bestowed upon this movement, by many who ought to
know and to do better — this is indeed the actuating motive which
impels me to write.

With regard to the counsel which has been requested of all inter-
ested, I find little left me to say. If there be any one subject which
has not been sufficiently insisted on, it is the aimless life which young
women generally lead, after they have left school. A large portion
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are occupied in fofming matrimonial plans, when they are wholly
unfit to enter into that sacred state.  Dr. Johnson makes his Nek-
ayah say of young ladies with whom she associated, “Some imag-
ined they were in love, when they were only idle.” If young ladies
directed their attention to some definite employment, this evil would
be remedied.
I am, dear Sir, very truly yours,
MARGARET H. ANDREWS.

B. 8. JoxEs moved that Gerrit Smith’s three resolutions should be
taken up this afternoon.  He objected to the resolutions’ lying so
long on the table, not acted upon; it was unparliamentary, and
would lead to confusion.

Mr. Mav said Lucy Stone had proposed that the speaking should
take this course. She had good reasons, and could explain them for
herself.

The PresipENT thought this Convention as orderly, regular and
parliamentary, as those of men.

Lucy StoNE thought our course the best. She did not care a fig
for precedents of other Conventions. She thought B.S. Jones tithed
mint, and anise and cummin, in his adherence to parliamentary
usage.

Let us make our own rules. The interest manifested in the Con-
vention, shows that the cause is being well served. 'We need not,
then, be troubled about the form.

She alluded to Elizabeth Jones’ idea of silently taking rights. It
could not be done. In Massachusetts women had apprenticed them-
selves as printers, and were expelled, because men would not set type
if women were allowed to. Harriet K. Hunt applied to attend medi-
cal lectures, at Harvard College, but the students declared that if she
was admitted, they would leave—and so she was sacrificed.

Harrier K. Hunt—No ; I am here.

Lucy StoNe—Our President says she was only suspended.

So too, when the sisters Grimke, and Abby Kelley, began publicly
to plead the cause of the slave, they were assailed, both by pulpit
and press, and every species of abuse was heaped upon them. But
they persevered—proved their capacity to do it, akd now we meet in
quietude, and our right to speak in public is not questioned. So it
will be. The woman who first departs from the routine in which
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society allows her to move, must suffer. Let her bravely bear, for
the sake of the good that will result ; and when the world sees that
she can do well what she has undertaken, it will acknowledge her
right to do it. But we must be true to each other. 'We must stand
by the woman whose work of hand or head removes her from her
customary sphere — employ the woman physician, phrenologist, ar-
tist, rather than a man of the same calling. Be true to woman, and
in time all professions and avocations will be as free to us, as to our
brothers.

J. Er1zaBETH JONES said, the real cause of the abuse of the Grim-
kes and Abby Kelley, was not because they took their right of
speaking, but because they attacked the positions of others. She
(Mrs. Jones) was pelted from head to foot with eggs, because of her
attacking the pro-slavery clergy in their position. The clergy were
very friendly to the female missionaries, on their return from abroad,
and opened their doors to them.

The Convention then adjourned till the afternoon.

AFTERNOON SESSION.

The Hall was crowded to excess, long before the time for calling
the Convention to order had arrived.

The President called the meeting to order, and one of the Secreta-
ries read the proceedings of the forenoon session.

The President declared the question before the Convention on the
adoption of the three resolutions introduced by Gerrit Smith. They
were adopted without further discussion.

CaraARINE STEBBINS suggested that speakers be restricted to thir-
ty minutes,

Mr. May thought this would embarrass us. We had better not
make any restriction ; but if any speaker was tedious, we should be
honest enough to say so.

The PresipENT hoped the suggestion of Mrs. Stebbins would an-
swer the purpose, without the adoption of any resolutions.

C. L H. Nicrors said she was a great talker, but she would be
brief as possible. She said the papers had represented her to be the

. aditor of a Pierce and King paper. She believed that she was a liv-

7
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ing witness that when women acted out their free will, they would
never be found advocating principles opposed to their honest convic-
tions. She declared that she was editing a paper devoted to the
cause of “Free Democracy.” The publishers had agreed to set her
right; but she deemed it due to the audience, especially as she had
declared herself a political woman, yesterday, and had neglected to
define her position. She was also happy to say that she was not @
widow, but had the co-operation and encouragement of her husband
in the advocacy of Freedom and Woman’s Rights.

She followed this personal explanation with a lengthy address up-
on the condition of females. Her address was peculiarly able and
argumentative.

Assy Prick, of Hopedale, read an Address, from which extracts
are given.

I shall, in my remarks, very briefly consider Woman’s religious
position—her relation to the Church—and endeavor to show that by
its restrictions and inferiority she has herself suffered ; and that from
the same cause man and society generally, have suffered.

‘Without going largely into detail, to prove that woman has been
religiously oppressed, any one in the least acquainted with history
may know, that in the past, as in the present, the world over, the
Church has proscribed and restricted her ; suffering her to exercise
her inalienable Human Rights, only by permission.

* % % «There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither bond
nor free, there is neither male nor female: for ye are all oNE in
Christ Jesus.”—Gallatians, 3d chap., 28th verse.

Notwithstanding the explicit declaration contained in the above, so
entirely in accordance with natural justice, and reason,as well as with
the general tone and spirit of the New Testament, woman is, in
nearly all the Churches, denied free speech. From St. Paul down to
the present priesthood, it is said very gravely, “It is not permitted
unto woman to speak ; if she would learn any thing, let her ask her
husband, at home”! Deliberations have been entered into, by some
denominations, whether she should be allowed to respond, Amen;
and some have thought even this improper!

Allow me here to state, that the whole arrangement of nature, in
her beautiful and wise manifestations to us, evince that the Divine
Order is for the sexes to mingle their different and peculiar character-
istics in every relation of life. In Christ Jesus our Lord, the mascu-
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line and the feminine were blended harmoniously. The different

characteristics in his own person were distinctly and plainly seen.

The masculine, when he fixed his eye in stern rebuke, and made the

hypocrite and the Pharisee tremble ; and the feminine gleamed often

through his tears of affection-and pity, and shone ever a glorious

halo of patience and love around him, in the midst of suffering the

most wasting and intense. The Church, his Representative, should
also exhibit these peculiarities in as full and as glorious harmony.

* * * Very few of the sects allow woman to assume respon-
sibility as religious teackers. However great she may feel the duty
to be upon her, and however well qualified she may be, all ecclesias-
tical authorities with one accord begin to make excuses, whenever
a woman presents herself to be properly authorized, according to the
popular usage of that Church, to preach the Gospel to a people, one
half of whomw are her own sex.

Again: Woman is denied a representation in all Ecclesiastical
Assemblies.

The male portion of the Church assemble in delegation from the
different bodies with which they are connected, to legislate in behalf
of the Churches; but woman has no representation in these councils.
Her opinion of what is best to promote the interest of religion, is not
respected. Her right to representation being denied, her claim to just
recognition is solemnly mocked. The Church places its hand on wo-
man’s lips, and says to her, “ you shall not speak—you shall not be
represented:  You are not eligible to office, because you are a Wo-
man!” Is not this crucifying, with a strange presumption, the soul
of Christ #—treating with contempt the feminine of the Christian
character I—trampling upon Human Rights? And yet woman pa-
tiently bears this contumely and scorn. The poor young men that
she often educates, by toil, early and late—Ilabor, arduous and half-
paid, teach her, when properly prepared, that this absurd tyranny is
supported by the Word of God !

* % * Woman may speak when the themes are only trivial ;
when assembles the thoughtless crowd in the halls of fashion, with no
aim but amusement, then may she speak freely, and loudly. She
may meet with these same ministers, and reply to the hollow com-
pliment, addressed to her vanity, with smile and bow. She may:
make any display of eloquence and wit when dress and personal
charms are all combined to amuse, and attract admiration, In such_
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assemblies there is no restriction, no fear for woman’s delicacy, no ef-
fort to preserve the diffidence and timidity of her character, no wish
for her to keep silence. But when the gathering is presumed to be
from high and noble motives — to consider the truest and most im-
portant interests of the soul—when humility should clothe each spirit,
and all should seek but to learn the will of the common Father, then,
alas | there is thought to be danger to the womanly character to
speak! She must keep silence in the churches! Call it a relfigious
meeting, if there are only six persons present, and woman may not
ask God’s blessing to rest there; mor presume, should one man be
present, to give utterance to her religious aspirations !

* % *  Fyery class of society, and especially each sex, need re-
ligious teachers of the same class and sex with themselves, having the
same experience, the same hopes, aims and relations.

Human minds are so constituted as to need not merely intellectual
instruction, but the strength imparted by an earnest sympathy, born
of a like experience.

In order rightly to appreciate the wants of others, we must know
and realize the trials of their situation, the struggles they may en-
counter, the burthens, the toils, the temptations that beset their dif-
ferent relations. These should be apprehended to some extent, and
the more the better, by the person who is qualified to speak to the
spiritual wants of all. Each relation, therefore, needs its teacher, its
peculiar ministry. No one can demonstrate by College lore, the
weight of a mother’s responsibility. No man, not even the kindess
father, can fully apprehend the wearisome cares, and anxious solici~
tude for children, of her who bore them. The tremblings of a moth-
er’s soul, none save a mother can feel. Man may prepare sound and
logical discourses; he may clearly define a mother’s duty; he may
talk eloquently about her responsibility ; he may urge upon her strong
motives to faithfulness in the discharge of her maternal duties; he
may tell her what her children should be, in all life’s varied aspects.
8he hears the good instruction and advice always with more or less of
this feeling : You cannot know of what you are talking,

* * % The Church needs a varied ministry. Not alone is the
power of mind needed, but the zeal and inspiration of the inner life.
The unction of love, and faith, and courage produced by a struggle
amid life’s realities. Not the dreamer, bus the toiler, can best affect
the lives of others through their hearts.
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In this ministry, the sexes must blend harmoniously their ministra-
tions to others from their own lives and experiences. This must be
the Divine order. Reason teaches it to the calm observer, Oursouls
respond to this truth, from their deepest chambers.

Not only does woman need the teachings of her own sex—the
sexes need the ministry of each other. Man also suffers a loss from
an exclusive ministry. He needs different influences at different
times. Under the continual and unvaried preaching of his own sex,
he becomes cold, stern, apathetic. Is woman’s voice pleasant and
salutary to him at home, by the fireside and in the drawing-room ?
and would it not be equally so, at the altar of social religious worship ¢
Then, when his nature is the most softened, the most reverent, should
he receive the impress of mercy, gentleness, patience, and trust.
These are woman’s peculiar nature, and man needs their sweet, reli-
gious influence. He needs to see on the altar of God the garnered
treasures of the wife’s and mother’s rich experiences ; and she needs
fully to realize how steadfastly, and resolutely, and calmly he stands,
under the responsibilities that rest upon him.

* % % Man thinks to make ample amends for this injustice, by
fulsome flattery, and affected care for her “ angel refinement and deli-
cacy.” Alas! this is poor atonement for the injustice done. Infringe
in one respect upon my inherent rights, and it is tyranny. No mat-
ter under what pretence the wrong is done.

* * * Doomed, as girls are, to a frivolous, objectless existence,
how can we expect to see any where flourishing the sterling qualities
of a true and aspiring womanhood? 'We know that our religious na-
ture must be injured, for especially does the religious element need
freedom of action.

* % % Ajd us, then, husbands, brothers, fathers, to achieve this
our noble destiny. Give us, as you yourselves possess, the full pos-
session of all Human Rights. Give us a chance to exercise all our
varied capabilities. Allow our peculiar characters to blend with yours,
socially, civilly, and religiously, for mutual benefit. Not for the sake
of emolument, or power; but that true harmony, and Divine order,
may be exhibited beautifully in human life. Doom woman no lon-
ger to banishment from the hallowed ground of Church and State.
She has too long been but as the Pariah of the desert. 'Welcome and
receive her ministrations, reverently to her human nature, kindly to
her present weakness, encouragingly to her hopes; receiving her
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counsels with respect and confidence, so far as worthy such respect ;
and be assured that & better day will begin to dawn. The birth of a
new spiritual life will be given to this new marriage, and melody as
from the harps of angels, will be breathed from the circles of earth.

Extracts from Mrs, Pavuina W. Davis’ Address to the Conven-
tion. . ]

¥ % * ‘We commence life where our fathers left it. 'We have
their mistakes and their achievements. We attempt to walk in the
paths they trod, and wear the garments left by them ; but they are
all too short and narrow for us ; they deform and cramp our energies :
for they demand the Procrustean process, to conform the enlarged na-
tures of the present to the past. Institutions, laws, creeds, and forms,
are unchanging, wkile the human soul never rests, but seeks ever to
rise; to become like the Infinite in wisdom and love. * Tam fully
aware that at the very threshold of these inquiries, we shall be met
with the ery that our examination tends to disturb the order and
harmony of society. That the cherished customs of ages will be
overthrown, if these institutions, considered so sacred, are opened to
investigation. The * chaos of old night” will return upon us. The
trembling, fearful cry proves their worthlessness : for all things found-
ed in immutable truth, grow only the stronger by every trial. Con-
scious of the want of adaptation to their human needs, of forms and
ceremonies, they still worship in them; “and like the crested warve, as
it breaks on the shore,” they grow more beautiful to their worship-
ers as the hour of their dissolution approaches. The shell is aceepted -
for the kernel; the shadow for the substance; the form for the
spirit.

* % %  Our movement, known popularly as the Woman’s
Rights, is clearly the great humanitary movement of the age. It
strikes deep its roots, and spreads its branches “wide o’er all the
earth,” Its aim cannot be for one sex alone, nor for one object, as
is frequently asserted, viz: that of gaining the elective franchise :—
for were woman’s legal disabilities removed to-day—were she called
upon during the present Presidential canvass and election, to stand
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" side by side with man, to vote and compete for office, still the work

x

would be very far from its completion — for it has higher aims and
nobler purposes. It seeks to elevate humanity, and bring society in-
to that harmonious state which has been predicted, when they shall
* beat their swords into plough-shares, and their spears into pruning-
hooks.” That we may comprehend the evils into which society has
fallen, and propose a remedy, it must be our concern to look at man
-and woman inductively, and thus ascertain what are their relative ca-
pabilities of development, intellectually, morally and socially, and to
-decide whether there be a limit set to woman’s progress, short of
man’s highest attainment; whether there be alimit to the progress of
either sex, out of themselves — one that may rightly bound and re-
strain their faculties. .

The sacred traditions of both Jew and Gentile, agree in ascribing
to woman a primary agency in the introduction of human evils. In
the Greek Mythology, she is indeed not the first offender ; but she is
the bearer of the box that contained all the crimes and diseases which
have punished our world for the abuse ofliberty. It is worthy of re-
mark, that Pandora, who is the Eve of the Grecian system, being,
like her Hebrew correspondent, created for special purposes, was the

_joint work of all the Gods. Veunus gave her beauty, Minerva wisdom,

Apollo the-art of music, Mercury eloquence, and the rest the perfec-
tion and completeness of all her divine accomplishments. Her name
signifies gifts from all—

« A combination and a form indced

Where every God did seem to set his seal
To give the world assurance of a paragon,”

"Prometheus made the first man of clay, and animated him with fire
stolen from Heaven ; and Jupiter is represented as attaching the ter-
rible consequences of a rational and responsible vitality, thus con-
ferred upon a creation of earth, by sending this wonderfully gifted wo-
man into the world, loaded with all the evils which it was fated to
endure. It was her destiny to be the occasion of the fall; . the in-
strument of doom ; but her fortunes are linked to the resurection and
life, as well as the suffering and death, of the race. Among the gifts
of Pandora, which had otherwise been fatal, she brought hope, which
lay concealed, after all the others had flown abroad on their missions
of mischief. In our sacred story, this point in the parable has a clear
explanation — “The sced of the woman shall bruise the serpent’s
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head.” If she brought death into the world, she brought forth a Son
who “ taketh away the sins of the world.” These myths, whether
received as simple facts, or as poetic fiction, whose oracles always re-

veal the deepest signification of facts, alike indicate the eminent agen-
" ¢y of woman in the fall and rising again of the human image of the
divine upon earth. These mythical representations are worthy of
very grave consideration ; for the facts of history and the lessons of
experience, are both so cramped and crippled by the slaveries of hu-
man systems, and the distortions of circumstances, that it is safest to
turn from their perversions and partialisms, and seek the truth of our
subject in the inspired revelations given by Infinite Love. History is
but a copy of surfaces, the report of hearsays, the imprint of accidents
which make up the monstrous meagreness of our prison life, in this
world of falseness and empty forms. But the deeper intuitions of the
soul penetrate the truth, and give it to us in varied form and figures,
but essential agreement. The heart of the Scripture statement, and
the innermost meaning of the Pagan myth, are doubtless the true ren-
dering of the real enigma which we are considering. Woman is the
occasion and the instrument, if you please, even the agent of the evils
of this life; and of all the possibilities of its highest happiness, its
glory. This is true of her, whether considered as a substantive exist-
ence, or as the symbol of the passional and affectional nature of hu-
manity, which she particularly manifests. We have seen the woes
incident to her life ; we look for the hope and redemption which she
brings into its prophecy.  The fall of man inverted the order of hu-
man things : woman became the victim of suffering and bondage—
man became her master, and swallowed up her existence in his. The
derangement continues, and every where and always marks the de-
gree of the curse by the measure in which it is found. From the
barbarous degradation in which she is governed with stripes, and sold
like a commodity in the open markets of trade, to the refined disfran-
chisement in which her noble life is extinguished by tenderness, and
when she can be but once bought aud sold during the lifetime of her
master, she still lies under the primal curse; and it still remains for
her to work out her ransom in dishonor and pain. But the clouds
are breaking that have so long lowered over her head, and a ray of
hope shines through, which promises ere long to glorify her mission,
and enlighten the world. I have said the order of life was inverted
by the fall; for evil, in its very nature is a falseness of things and
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inversion is its form. It is so in all things: Power which is propetly
only the servant of Goodness, is every where its master. Love, the
boliest and highest of the passions, is the basest and lowest. Viea
rules, and virtue is in chains, The Messiah, the Prince of Peacs,
took the form of a servant, in his minority to an evil world; and wo-
manhood, which is chosen to characterize the Church made perféct,
as the “ bride of the lamb,” follows the rule, and is every where in &
state of degradation corresponding inversely to the glory which is yet
to be revealed in her. Such are the facts, and such the philosophy
which we may deduce from them. The wrong suggests the temedy.
But to reach it, we must leave prospects and abstractions, which we
have to deal with, and address ourselves to the real conditions, to the
actualities of the work before us. _

¥ % ¥ The teachings of nature, to the extent which her lessons
are permitted to go, have surely some instruction for us, and howev-
er limited and partial they are made by our interference, still, for a
state of things manifestly wrong, some hints may be gleaned for criti-
cism, if not for direction. Boys and girls of the same home circle,
or the same neighborhood, who are educated together, and who have
proper physical and moral training, and favorable outward surround-
ings, are gay, guileless and pure. Their joyous laugh and light play
together, defy the fear of public eye or ear ; its cold mockery is noth-
ing to them. Nature has never separated the sexes; but artificial
and false customs have come in and divorced what God created to be
conjoined. No form of society can be in harmony, which wholly dis-
regards the first form given, that of the family. The union of the
sexes in schools, stimulates to exertion, and imposes wholesome mor-
al restraints ; and were it but continued, instead of being rudely bro-
ken in upon, it would prevent many unhappy marriages, for it would
tend to moderate that inconsiderate passion which is often awakened
by distance and imposed restraints.

In the midst of this joyful existence of childhood, the girl is caught
up and sent for a year to a girl’s boarding school, to finish her educa-
tion, and womanhood is now thrust upon her. Here, in this new
stage of existence, the lesson most assiduously taught is one of self-
consciousness, : ,

* % % Surrounded by those in the full maturity of life, the
frost of conventionalisms soon hangs its brilliants upon her ; she lives
toglitter and dazzle. She no longer enjoys as a child, for her whole

8

.
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nature is over stimulated ; she lives in a fever of excitement; sleep-
ing and waking, her dream is of love and marriage, for she is taught
that this is the end and aim of woman’s life. If from this state of
things she is ever developed as a woman, it will be through pain and
suffering.  Affliction will be her educator, and sorrow her discipline,
if her life shall ever bloom, as the bud promised, in strength and
beauty.

* * * TFrom the marriage hour woman is presented only in a
series of dissolving views. First view, she stands beside her husband
radiant in girlish beauty. She worships. One side of the lesson is
well learned, that of entire dependence. Not once has she dreamed
that there must be mutual dependence, and separate fountairs of re-
ciprocal life. It may be that neither of them have looked upon mar-
riage as a holy sacrament, into which no worldly motive or root of
bitterness should enter. The husband invested her with his ideal of
womanhood, while she was yet a child. The illusion served for the
period of courtship, but the trials of life disclose the mistake, and he
is forced to lower his tone of reverence and pride, to that of pity,
apology, and patronage. The immolated child saw not, in the orna-
mental braeelets, the vestige of the handcuff, and the sign of contin-
uing spiritual slavery. She had no clue to the riddle of the ring, the
ear ornaments and the necklace, as the gilded yoke and sign of prop-
erty. The husband, too, has an idea that strength and usefulness are
masculine and coarse. No wonder that he mistakes ignorance for
innocence, ard helpless dependence for graceful devotion; hence,
while placing upen her the symbols of his proprietorship, he is happy
in his new possession, but soon wakens painfully to the conviction that
after all, a slave is not a wife, and a helpless dependent can be no friend
in the hour of need. The canvass darkens ; the bride disappears in
Ler golden handcuffs.

* * * Inthe next scene, the child wife appears withering
away from life, as from the heart she is not large or noble enough to
fill—pining in the darkness of her home-life, made only the deeper
by her inactivity, ignorance and despair. The occupation of business,
ambition, and the ennobling pursuits of life, are forbidden her by
general consent. These, it is true, could not supply, but they could
cover and blunt disappointment. Henceforth her internal and exter-
nal life bear no analogy, each to the other.
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* * * In a new view, she has passed the season of despair,
and appears as the heartless votary of fashion, a flirt, or that most to
be dreaded, most to be despised being—a married coquette ; at once
seductive, heartless, and basely unprincipled ; or as beauty of person
has faded away, she may be found turning from these lighter styles
of toys, to a quiet kind of handmaiden picty and philanthropy. Is
deeply interested for poor, benighted Africa, for the Fejee Islands, or
Chinese. This is what the exclusive masterdom in religion h:s left
to woman. There is still one last view, ere the canvass is withdrawn,
and its images are forgotten.

Look deeply into that soul-full eye, now that all fear is passing
away before the angel of death, who has called the spirit to freedom.
It says clearly there is falseness and wrong that must be removed.
Marriage, as it now exists, is only a name, a form without a soul, a
bondage, legal and therefore honorable. Make it felt that only equals
may enter this relation. * * * The mature manis not in effect
wedded to the child. Give her strength, power and ability to stand
alone, ere you demand of her duties from which an angel might
shrink. Make marriage what it should be, a union of soul with soul,
a blending of two in one, without masterdom or helpless dependence,
and it is then what God designed it to be. Let only such marriages
be consummated as are based upon the highest love. A love noble
and generous in its nature, which founds itself on pure and ardent
friendship, an exalted respect, and an implicit confidence in its
object.

% % & Man assumes the right to control, and more in the po-
litical world, than in the social circle. He is responsible for with-
drawing the child from her companions, and thrusting womanhood
upon her. He is responsible for closing the professions in which wo-
man might obtain a competence and find scope for a laudable ambi-
tion. He is responsible for monopolizing all the lighter kinds of
commerce and trade, and thus compelling women to marry. I do
not say, for I do not know, that men are conscious how entirely they
govern. Among nearly all classes of women, the first question is,
what will the gentlemen say of such orsuch a thing ¢ and their opin-
jon is the standard of action, from the cut of a dress to the highest
moralact. * * * Thavealluded to but one evil in marriage,
and that is, inequality in years and development, which soon wears out
the most fervent love. But there are others, from various motives,
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such gs ambition, interest, convenience and accident. In all these,
neither party inquires whether there is correspondence of faith, hope,
and ahove all, of religious principle. There may be, alas ! too much
of truth in the bitterness of Byron’s words, when he says:

“ Few more find what they love, or could have loved ;
Though accident, blind contact, and the strong
Necessity of loving have removed

Antipathies—but to recur ere long,

Envenomed with irrevocable wrong;

And circumstance, that unspiritual God

And miscreator, makes and helps along

Our cunning evils with a crutch-like rod

Whose touch turns hope to dust.”

Our work, so true to humanity, re-creates hope from the dust, by
elevating woman — by demanding for her education, equal in all re-
spects to man, and by opening new avenues to independence of life,
that when she marries, it may be from a true, high love. Man may
secure the gratitude of woman by conferring favors upon her, by
giving her food and shelter, but this is a weak band. It will not
serve to make life harmonious at its center. The domestic hearth
will not be the pivot about which all other movements can circle.
Did the evils of such unions cease with the parties concerned, it
would not so much matter that there should be a skeleton in every
house. But it does not; it is one of those sins visited upon the
children to the third and fourth generation: hence those inharmoni-
ous organizations that pain the eye and wound the higher natures
rendering sacrifice and atonement continually needful. It is on those
who have found out the secret of home happiness, that this glorious
work, so full of justice and right, rests. It cannot be trusted to those
who are in conflict either with God or man.  They cannot be the
true alchymists to transmute the base metal into pure gold, for their
judgments will be perverted, and their eyes be clouded, through the
false medium of self-observation. Their own lacerated feelings,
which are at best but poor philosophers, will usurp the control of
reason and judgment, and thus the grand object be delayed.

* % * Twill close my remarks with the following resolution :

Inasmuch as the Family is the central and supreme institution
among human societies, so that all other orﬁtmizations, whether of

Church or State, depend upon it for their character and action, its
evils: being the source of all evil, and its good the fountain of all good,
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involved in the destiny of the race — and inasmuch as MARRIAGE,
the bond of this primary and principal of human associations, was
the only institution given by the Creator in the innocence of Eden,
and is the chosen symbol of relation for the union of the Church with
her Redeemer, in the Paradise to come — we are thereby taught as
much as we can yet comprehend of the deep significance of its idea,
and the boundless beneficence of its office in the economy of human
existence : :

Resolved, therefore, That the correction of its abuses is the start-
ing point of all the reforms which the world needs, and that woman,
by every fact of her natural constitution, and every circumstance of
her actnal position, is the fitting minister of its redeeming agency,
and that answering to the duties of her great mission and acting
within her appropriate sphere, she is authorized to demand the eman-
cipation of her sex from all the slaveries of law and custom which
hitherto have made and kept her incapable of her heaven-appointed
office. And that woman may perform her duties, and fulfil her des-
tiny, we demand for her, moral, social, pecuniary and political free-
dom. e demand that her proper individuality be held sacred ; her
rational independence respected; her faculties all educated, with
their aims and ohjects freely opened to her aspirations ; her physical
and mental health justly regarded, and all her natural strength elicit-
ed, without limit or restraint, reward or penalty, other than the laws
of her own nature and of general harmony impose, in order that with
cnlightened conscience and untrammeled energies she may do her
proper work, and contribute the peculiar elements of the new era of
civilization now opening upon the world, in which love shall over-
rule force, and equal liberty and justice shall replace the degradation
of castes and the oppression of individuals.

It was decided by the Convention that the Publishing Committee
have discretionary power to merge those resolutions which may be
similar, in publishing the proceedings.

ErxestINE L. Rosk, being introduced as a Polish lady, and educa-
ted in the Jewish faith, said—

It is of very little importance in what geographical position a per-
son is born, but it is important whether his ideas are based upon
facts that can stand the test of reason, and his acts are conducive to
the happiness of society. Yet, being a foreigner, I hope you will
have some charity on account of speaking in a foreign language.
Yes,  am an example of the universality of our claims; for not
American women only, but a daughter of poor, crushed Poland, and
the down-trodden and persecuted people called the Jews, “a child of
Tsrael,” pleads for the equal rights of her sex. I perfectly agree with
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the resolution, that if woman is insensible to her wrongs, it proves
the depth of her degradation. It is a melanchol fact, that woman
has worn her chains so long that they have almost become necessary
to her nature — like the poor inebriate, whose system is so diseased
that he cannot do without the intoxicating draft, or those who are
guilty of the pernicious and ungentlemanly practice of using tobacco
until they cannot dispense with the injurious stimulant. 'Woman is
in a torpid condition, whose nerves have become so paralyzed that
she knows not she is sick, she feels no pain, and if this proves the
depth of her degradation, it also proves the great wrong and violence
done to her nature. * ¥ *

‘Woman is a slave, from the cradle to the grave. Father, guardian,
husband—master still.  One conveys her, like a piece of property,
over to the other. She is said to have been created oaly for man's

. benefit, not for her own. This falsehood is the main cause of her in-
ferior education and position. Man has arrogated to himself the
right to her person, her property, and her children ; and so vitiated
is public opinion, that if a husband is rational and just enough to
acknowledge the influence of his wife, he is called “hen-pecked.” The
term is not very elegant, but itis not of my coining; it is yours, and
I suppose you know what it means; Idont. But itis high time
these irrationalities are done away, for the whole race suffers by it.
In claiming our rights, we claim the rights of humanity : it is not for
the interest of woman only, but for the interest of all. The interest
of the sexes cannot be separated—together they must enjoy or suffer

- —both are one in the race. * * ¥

E. O. Surrs, one of the Vice Presidents, took the Chair, while Lu-
creTIA Morr addressed the Convention in favor of agitation.

She said, allusion had been made by the last speaker to the condi-
tion of France. A petition was presented, during the Provisional
Government, before the last uprising of the people in that country,
for the rights of woman. Some of the greatest philosophers there
present, saw that women were right in their claim ; they saw in it a
new future for woman. The reason of the failure of the Revolution
of 1789, was that they failed to be represented by one half of the in-
telligence of France — intelligence different but not inferior, and for
that very difference essential to form a complete Republic. Woman
had long suffered under a nightmare of oppression, without the pow-
er to state the cause of her suffering. Those only shunned or hated
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discussion, who, being in the wrong, feared the light. The common
remark in the social circle is, “what do you want ” Women would
not ask that question, if they were not stupified with the gilded pill
of flattery, in place of rights.

It was said this morning, that woman could take her rights in a
quiet way, without making so much talk aboutit; this is not the
case, as is shown in the efforts already made. In all reforms we
have the assertion that agitation is not best; that God in his own
good time will bring about the desired end; it had often been said,
in the meetings of which she was a member, that if Friends would
keep still, and not mix in the excitements of the day, Providence
would bring about all reforms. She was a believer in agitation—in
the wisdom of not keeping still. Jesus was an agitator ; he told the
Scribes and Pharisees they made the law of God of no effect, by their
traditions; and urged the practical carrying out of the law of righte-
ousness. She added, that the wife was degraded in the marriage re-
lation, in the false vow of obedience to her husband. Blackstone
defines the law of marriage to be that the husband and wife are one
person, and that person, the husband. Thus women are degraded by
law, by the monopoly of the Church, and all the circumstances with
which she is surrounded. She must therefore boldly affirm her
rights. Lucy Stone, whom they all delighted to honor, had to do
battle for her rights, even in that college (Oberlin) which was the
first to open its portals for the equal education of women with men.
Antoinette Brown, also a student in that seminary, had to meet the
prejudices against women’s preaching, and to show that no Apostolic
or other Scriptural prohibition could be found. Women must go
on, in the exercise of their talents and powers. The first efforts were
feeble, but they would gain strength. Some women had resolved to
study Law. We had already successful practitioners of Medicine.
The salaries of female Teachers are now from five hundred to one thou-
sand dollars per year The teacher of Grammar in the Girard Col-
lege, a woman, is acknowledged superior to most men. The num-
ber of female Editors is constantly increasing. Schools of Design,
and other branches of the Fine Arts, are offering employment to wo-
men. The U. 8. Mint employs three to four hundred women. Per-
severe then, until no woman shall confess her own degradatlon, by
saying she has all the rights she wants,

Mrs. Motr’s resolution was then adopted. Adjourned.
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THURSDAY EVENING SESSION.

The Hall was crowded still more than on the previous evening.

The President called to order at a quarter to seven.

Harrier K. Husr, M. D, said, that unseen spirits have been with
us in this Convention—the spirits of our Shaker sisters. Untold sor-
rows have driven many of them to these societies, the Convents of
our country.

Lucy Stone read an address from Mr. Brigham, who thought
justice had not been done him. She proceeded to comment on his
letter, she thought their differences were more in terms than ideas ; that
capacity, not sex, should limit sphere; that when woman had a ge-
nius for sculpture, or the other fine arts, she should not be confined
to the kitchen.

She went on further eloquently to discuss the question.

Some discussion arose between Mr. Brigham, Martha C. Wright,
Eliza A. Aldrich, of Cincinati, Ohio, (Editor of the Genius of Liber-
ty,) C. I. H. Nichols, and Harriet K. Hunt, as to the peculiar rela-
tions of woman as wife and mother.

Mrs. Pavwiter, replying to Mr. B, said she had been fifteen years
a preacher of the Gospel, and had gone here and there preaching a
risen Savior. A preacher told her the female sex was the wickedest.
She preached the next Sabbath, and referred to this circumstance.
She said that a rib was taken from man’s side, and formed into wo-
man. Man accepted her, “bone of his bone, and flesh of his flesh.”
Now if one rib was so wicked as that, what a mass of wickedness the
whole of him must be. .

AxromNerte L. BRownN took up the Bible argument, prefacing it
with this resolution :

Resolved, That the Bible recognizes the rights, duties and privile-
ges of Woman as a public teacher, as every way equal with those of
man ; that it enjoins upon her no subjection that is not enjoined up-
on him ; and that it truly and practically recognizes neither male nor
female in Christ Jesus.

God created the first human pair equals in rights, possessions and
authority. He bequeathed the earth to them as a joint inheri-
tance; gave them joint dominion over the irrational creation; but
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none over each other.—(Gen., 1, 28.) They sinned. God announced
to them the results of sin. One of these results was the rule which
man would exercise over woman—(Gen. 3, 16.) This rule was no
more approved, endorsed, or sanctioned by God, than was the twin-
born prophecy, “thou (Satan) shalt bruise his (Christ’s) heel.” God
could not, from His nature, command Satan to injure Christ, or any
other of the seed of the woman. What particle of evidence is there
then for supposing that in the parallel announcement he commanded
man to rule over woman. Both passages should have been translated
will, instead of skall. Either auxiliary is used indifferently according
to the sense, in rendering that form of the Hebrew verb into English.

Because thou hast done this, is God’s preface to the announcement.
The results are the effects of sin. Can woman then receive evil from
this rule, and man receive good ? Man should be blessed in exerci-
sing this power, if he is divinely appointed to do so; but the two
who are one flesh have an identity of interests, therefore if it is a curse
or evil to woman, it must be so to man also. We mock God, when
we make Him approve of man’s thus cursing himself and woman.

The submission enjoined upon the wife, in the New Testament, is not
the unrighteous rule predicted in the Old. It is a christian subimis-
sion due from man towards man, and from man towards woman :
“Yea, all of you be subject one to another”—(1 Pet., 5, 5. Eph., 5,
21; Rom. 12, 10, &c.) In 1 Cor. 16, 16, the disciples are besought
to submit themselves “ to every one that helpeth with us and labor-
eth.” Thesame Apostle says, “help those wbmen which labored with
me in the Gospel, with Clement also, and with other my fellow-
laborers.” :

Man is the head of the woman. True, but only in the sense in
which Christ is represented as head of His body, the Church. Ina
different sense He is head of all things — of wicked men and devils.
If man'is woman’s head in this sense, he may exercise over her all
the prerogatives of God himself. This would be blasphemous. The
mystical Head and Body, or Christ and His Church, symbolize one-
ness, union. Christ so loved the Church he gave himself for it, made
it his own body, part and parcel of himself. So ought men to love
their wives. Then the rule which grew out of sin, will cease with
the sin.

1t is said woman is commanded not to teach in the Church. There
is no such command in the Bible. It is said, (1 Cor. 14, 34,) “Let

9
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your women keep silence in the churches; for it is not permitted un-
to them to speak.” This injunction, taken out of its connection, for-
bids singing also ; interpreted by its context, woman is merely told
not to talk unless she does teack. On the same principle, one who
has the gift of tongues is told not to use it in the Church, unless
there is an interpreter. The rule enforced from the beginning to the
end of the chapter is, “Let all things be done unto edifying.” Their
‘women, who had not been previously instructed like the men, were
very naturally guilty of asking questions which did not edify the as-
sembly. It was better that they should wait till they got home, for
the desired information, rather than put an individual good before the
good of the Church. Nothing else is forbidden. There is not a word
here against woman’s teaching. The Apostle says to the whole
Church, woman included, “ye may all prophesy, one by one.”

In 1 Tim. 2, 12, the writer forbids woman's teaching over man, or
usurping authority over him; that is, he prohibits dogmatising, tu-
toring, teaching in a dictatorial spirit.  This is prohibited both in
public and private; but a proper kind of teaching is not prohibited.
Verse 14—a reference to Eve, who, though created last, sinned first,
is merely such a suggestion as we would make to a daughter whose
mother had been in fault. The daughters are not blamed for the
mother’s sin, merely warned by it; and cautioned against self-confi-
dence, which could make them presume to teack over man. The
Bible tells us of many prophetesses approved of God. The Bible is
truly democratic. Do a® you would be done by, is its golden com-
mandment, recognizing neither male nor female in Christ Jesus.

ErxestiNe L. Rose —If the able Theologian who has just spoken
had been in Indiana when the Constitution was revised, she might
have had a chance to give her definitions on the Bible argument, to
some effect. At that Convention, Robert Dale Owen introduced a
clause to give to a married woman the right to her property. The
clause had passed, but by the influence of a minister was recalled ;
and by his appealing to the superstition of the members, and bringing
the whole force of Bible argument to bear against the right of woman
to her property, it was lost. Had Miss Brown been there, she might
have beaten him with his own weapons. For my part, I see no need
to appeal to any written authority, particularly when it is so obsoure
‘and indefinite a8 to admit of different interpretations. When the in-
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habitants of Boston converted their harbor into a tea-pot, rather than
submit to unjust taxes, they did not go to the Bible for their authori-
ty; forif they had, they would have been told from the same au-
thority, to “give unto Cesar what belonged to Cesar.” Had the
people, when they rose in the might of their right to throw off the
British yoke, appealed to the Bible for authority, it would have an-
swered them, ‘submit to the powers that be, for they are from God.”
No! on Human Rights and Freedom — on a subject that is as self-
evident as that two and two make four, there is no need of any writ-
ten authority. But this is not what Iintended to speak upon. I wish
to introduce a resolution, and leave it to the action of the Conven-
tion:

Resolved, That we ask not for our rights as a gift of charity, but as
an act of justice. For itis in accordance with the principles of repub-
licanism that, as woman has to pay taxes to maintain government,
she has a right to participate in the formation and administration of
it. That as she is amenable to the laws of her country, she is enti-
tled toa voice in their enactment, and to all the protective advanta-
ges they can bestow ; and as she is as liable as man to all the vicissi-
tudes of life, she ought to enjoy the same social rights and privileges,
And any difference, therefore, in political, civil and social rights, on
account of sex, is in direct violation of the principles of justice and
humanity, and as such ought to be held up to the contempt and de-
rision of every lover of human freedom.

* * % But we call upon the law-makers and law-breakers of
the nation, to defend themselves for violating the fundamental prin-
ciples of the Republic, or disprove their validity. Yes! they stand
arrayed before the bar, not only of injured womanhood, but before
the bar of moral cousistency ; for this question is awakening an inter-
est abroad, as well as at home. Wherever human rights are claimed
for man, moral consistency points to the equal rights of woman ; bug
statesmen dare not openly face the subject, knowing well they cannot
confute it, and they have not moral courage enough to admit it; and
hence, all they can do is to shelter themselves under a subterfuge
which, though solidified by age, ignorance and prejudice, is transpa-
rent enough for the most benighted vision to penetrate. A strong
avidence of this, is given in a reply”of Mr. Roebuck, member of Par-
liament, at a meeting of electors, in Sheffield, England. Mr. R., whe
advocated the extension of the franchise to the occupants of five pound
tenements, was asked whether he would favor the extension of the
same to women who pay an equal amount of rent ¢ That was a sim-
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ple, straight-forward question of justice; one worthy to be asked
even in our Republican Legislative Halls. But what was the honora-
ble gentleman’s reply?  Did he meet it openly and fairly # Oh, no!
but hear him, and I hope the ladies will pay particular attention,;
for the greater part of the reply contains the draught, poor, deluded
woman has been accustomed to swallow—FrATrERY : ¢ There is no
man who owes more than I do to woman. My education was form-
ed by one whose very recollections at this moment make me tremble.
There is nothing which, for the honor of the sex, I would not do—
the happiness of my life is bound up with it—Mother, Wife, Daughter,
‘Woman, to me have been the Oasis of the desert of life, and, I have
to ask myself, would it conduce to the happiness of society to bring
woman more distinctly than she now is brought, into the arena of
politics?  Honestly I confess to you I believe not. I will tell you
why. All their influences, if I may so term it, are gentle influences.
In the rude battle and business of life, we come home to find a nook
and shelter of quiet comfort, after the hard and severe, and I may say,
the sharp ire and the disputes of the House of Commons. I hie me
home, knowing that I shall there find personal solicitude and anxiety.
My head rests upon a bosom throbbing with emotion for me and our
child; and I feel a more hearty man in the cause of my country, the
next day, because of the perfect, soothing, gentle peace which a mind
sullied by politics is unable to fee]. Oh! I cannot rob myself of that
inexpressible benefit, and therefore I say, NO.”

Well, this is certaioly a nice, little, romantic bit of Parliamentary
declamation. What a pity that he should give up all these enjoy-
ments, to give woman a vote. Ioor man! his happiness must be
balanced on the very verge of a precipice, when the simple act of de-
positing a vote by the hand of woman, would overthrow and destroy
it forever. I don’t doubt the Honorable gentleman meant what he
said, particularly the last part of it, for such are the views of the un-
thinking, unreflecting mass of the public, here as well as there. But
like a true politician, he commenced very patriotically, for the hap-
piness of society, and finished by describing his own individual in-
terests. His reply is a curious mixture of truth, political sophistry,
false assumption and blind selfishness. But he was placed in a dilem-
ma, and got himself out as he could. In advocating the franchise to
five pound tenement-holders, it did not occur to him that woman may
possess the same qualification that man has, and in justice, therefore,
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ought to have the same rights ; and when the simple question was
put to him, (simple questions are very troublesome to statesmen,)
having too much sense not to see the justness of it, and too little mor-
al courage to admit it, he entered into quite an interesting account of
what a delightful little creature woman is, provided only she is kept
quietly at home, waiting for the arrival of her lord and master—ready
to administer a dose of puriflcation, “which his politically sullied mind
isunable to feel.” Well! I have no desire to dispute the necessity
of it, nor that he owes to woman all that makes life desirable—com-
forts, happiness, aye, and common sense too, for it is a well-known
fact, that smart mothers always have smart sons, unless they take af-
ter their father. But what of that ¢ Are the benefits woman is capa-
ble of bestowing on man, reasons why she must pay the same amount
of rent and taxes, without enjoying the same rights that man does.
But the justice of the case was not considered. The Honorable gentle-
man was only. concerned about the * happiness of scciety.” Society ?
what does the term mean? Asaforeigner, I understand by it a collection,
or union of human beings: men, women, and children, under one
general government, and for mutual interest. But Mr. Roebuck, be-
ing a native Briton and a member of Parliament, gave us a Parlia-
mentary definition, namely : society means the male sex only ; forin
his solicitude to consult “the happiness of society,” he enumerated the
benefits man enjoys from keeping woman from her rights, without
even dreaming that woman was at all considered in it ; and this is the
true Parliamentary definition, for statesmen never include woman in
their solicitude for the happiness of society. Oh, no! she is not yet
recognized as belonging to the honorable body, unless taxes are re-
quired for its benefit, or the penalties of the law have to be enforced
for its security. Thus, being either unwilling or afraid o do woman
justice, he first flattered her, then, in his ignorance of the true nature
of woman, he assumed, that if she has her rights equal with man,
she would cease to be woman—forsake the partner of her existence,
the child of her bosom, dry up her sympathies, stifle her affections,
turn recreant to her own nature. Then his blind selfishness took the
alarm, lest, if woman were more independent, she might not be wil-
ling to be the obedient, servile tool, implicitly to obey and minister to
the passions and follies of man ; “ and as he could not rob himself of
these inexpressible benefits, therefore he said, No.”
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Such are the lofty views of statesmen on woman, that equality of
rights, the only and sure means to enlighten and elevate man, would
,degrade and corrupt woman. The genial rays of the sun of freedom,
that vivify, cheer and ennoble him, would chill the heart and destroy
the affections in her, and therefore it is inexpedient to give her
her rights, “to bring her more distinctly into the political arena.”
Oh, yes! the Turk deems it inexpedient (for the happiness of society,)
to give woman any personal freedom, therefore he encloses her in a
harem. It is a well-known characteristic of tyrants and cowards,
when they dare not face a question of right, to shelter themselves un-
der expediency. It was inexpedient for Nicholas of Russia to allow
Hungary to free herself from Austrian oppression, therefore he sent
his infernal machines to prevent it. It was expedient for Louis Na-
poleon to destroy the Roman Republic, and inexpedient to await the
issue of another election, and therefore he violated his oath, and, with
bayonet in one hand and musket in the other, compelled his re-elec-
tion. The bright and noble spirits of France were inexpedient to his
treachery, so he incarcerated them, or banished them from the coun-
try—all these are measures of expediency. Thus in the more despotic
countries of Europe, it is expedient for the rulers to deprive the peo-
ple of every vestige of freedom. In constitutional England, it is al-
ready expedient to advocate (and I hope they soon will obtain it) the
extension of the elective franchise to every man who pays five pounds
rent, but it is yet inexpedient to give woman the same privilege.
And here, iv this glorious land of freedom, a Republic that has pro-
claimed equality of rights—that has written on its banners universal
suffrage—even here it is yet deemed by the wiseacres of the nation,
expedient to exclude half of its population from that universality.
And do you know, my friends, the reasons given for all these mea-
sures of tyranny and oppression? Why, the happiness of society.
But the question we ask, is not whether woman shall forsake her
household, like man, to intrigue in politics, fight at elections, marshal
armies, or direct navies. The question at issue is whether woman,
as a being amenable to the laws under which she lives, shall have
a voice in their enactment—as a member of the social compact, shall
participate and control those institutions to which she is made sub-
ject? Orshall man, in his assumption of power, continue to deprive
her of her natural and inalienable rights, prescribe her sphere of ac-
tion within the least possible limits, restrict her education, and the de-
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velopment of her powers to the lowest degree, cripple her physical,
mental and moral energies, that he may have a docile, obedient slave
to do his bidding? These are questions not of expediency, but of
right ; not of charity, but of justice. And yet, though we might
well leave the issue of our cause on its own merits, I would be per-
fectly willing to meet the opposers of our claims on their own
grounds, and convince them that even on the question of expediency
they have not an atom of ground to stand upon. The greatest ob-
jection I have yet heard, in public or private, against woman’s politi-
cal rights, is the corruption of the present state of party politics. Itis
represented to be in so low and degraded a condition, that no one
can enter the political arena without contamination, and therefore
woman must be kept from its very atmosphere. Now, without dis-
puting the validity of the testimony, as humiliating confessions come
mostly from gentlemen belonging to these honorable bodies, I would
ask, what is to be done? Leave forever our Legislative Halls, the
Stygian pools, as the honorable Horace Mann calls them, that they now
are? For what rational hope have we that they will ever become
purified unless woman takes them in hand, seeing that man has had
the exclusive possession of them so long, and they only seem to grow
worse. No ! no! something must be done. Expediency, “the benefit
of society,” calls for woman’s “ purifying influence,” for * the perfect,
soothing, gentle peace which the politically sullied minds” of our
legislators, seeing how they fight in Congress, “ are unable to feel.”
Let woman then, be with him wherever duty calls her, and she will
soon cleanse the Legislative Halls, as she has cleansed and purified
the festive board of the excess that existed there.

“'Tis not well for man to be alone "—Mother, Sister, Wife, Daugh-
ter, woman must be with him, to keep him in his proper sphere. Do
you doubt it? Then look at exclusive assemblies of men, and even
among the best you will perceive the rude, uncultivated nature of
Adam, before mother Eve civilized him, by making him partake of
the Tree of Knowledge. Expediency, therefore, as well as justice,
demands that woman should have her political, civil and social rights,
that she may be better able to “soothe, quiet,” and aid man, abroad
as well as at home. And the beneficial effects to society will soon
be apparent ; for as she will be better educated, have all her powers
developed, her judgment expanded, she will be more competent to
fulfil the various duties devolving upon her — as mother, to train her
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sons (aye, and her daughters, too,) in the way they should go, from
which, when they grow old, they will not depart ; as wife, more truly
affectionate, so that when the husband’s head will rest on her throb-
ing bosom, she would be able to give him counsel and courage, as
well as rest ; and though at the marriage ceremony she might not
be willing to say “Obey,” she will substitute the far better word, As-
sist. Asa companion, she would be mors interesting and instructive,
and as a member of society, more useful, honorable and happy.

Lyp1a A. JEnxins—Tyranny always strives to hamper the tongue
from free utterance, and all hampering of the tongue is tyranny. The
thoughts of Jesus of Nazareth, once uttered, had come down to us,
borme upon the waves of nineteen centuries. The truths he uttered
were above his time. Men are not now fit to receive them. He isa
eraven who will not allow truths to be uttered because men are not
prepared to hear them. When carriages rival the eagle’s speed,
when the fire of heaven conveys intelligence, when a Crystal Palace
is reared, with progress depicted in every department, and nations
are shaking hands, when education is receiving a new impetus, and
refigion is disbanding itself from ties which bind it to earth, is it won-
dorful that woman shonld endeavor to lay aside some of the bands
which confine her? Ah,no! * * ¥

E. S. Rose’s resolution was then adopted.

The question of organization, or continued Conventions, and the
adoption of resolutions, were laid on the table, to be taken up at the
morning session.

Adjourned to nine o’clock, Friday morning.

FRIDAY MORNING SESSION.

President in the Chair. Hall crowded. Minutes of the last even-
ing were read.

A letter was read by Marraa C. WricHT, Secretary, from SARAH
D. Fisg, of Rochester. The following are extracts :

* * % When we shall have the bright sunlight of truth beam-
ing on our pathway, we shall bear no more about its being exclusive-
ly the mother’s business to train her children—thus lulling to rest the
mental and spiritual energies of the father—but there will be a mu-
tual responsibility,
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* * * Tt will no longer be considered as belonging solely to
woman to make home happy ; that it is her province alone to create
a halo of love in the family circle; but father and mother, brother
and sister, will feel alike inspired by all the holy affections, conjugal,
parental, fraternal, and filial, to make home beautiful, attractive and

happy.
* * * In such an assemblage of philanthropy and talent, as

will convene at your different sessions, I feel that the many obstacles
in our path, civil, social and political, wili be considered, and clearly
held up to the view of all ; and knowing faithful laborers, in this work
are daily added to our numbers, I consider it impossible for all the pow-
ers of darkness to prevent our onward course : therefore, let us continue
earnestly persevering for the holy boon of freedom. Success is surely

ours,
Your Friend,

In the cause of Freedom,
SARAH D. FISH.
Rochester, September 6th, 1852.

Lyp1a F. FowwLer, (Secretary,) said, she would give her speech in
the form of resolutions, or Homeeopathically :

Whereas, We see in the human body, that, though each organ
selects from the same life-founts the nourishment requisite for its
growth, nutrition and assimilation, yet that each, from the highest to
the lowest function, has an individual of its own, independent of all
I,he others ; therefore, in order to follow out the analogy of nature,

et us—

Resolve, That in the great body politic, or in the great social body,
each one, irrespective of sex, talent, or capability for a higher or lower
mission, fulfil the great ends of his or her being.

Resolved, That, as it is said by many, that the race has become
dwarfed in body and mind, through the folly and imbecility of wo-
man, and that it is chiefly by her instrumentality that it can be re-
deemed : Therefore—

Resolved, That all women be recommended, yea, earnestly entreat-
ed, to understand thoroughly the huraan organism in its physiologi-
cal and anatomical relations, that there may be a more harmonious
development, and that the curse of physical weakness and deteriora-
tion be in a measure removed from the race.

Resolved, That the Convention appoint a General Committee from
different parts of the country, who shall find out the wants of those -
who seek to enter professions, to give them a word of encouragement,
and to recommend them to the patronage ot the public in the different
cities and villages,

10
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Resolved, That mothers be urged to carve out for their childrers
a high and noble destiny ; to study their idiosyncracies and adapta-
tions to different employments, and develope them so that each son
and daughter will be qualified to earn his or her livelihood, and
hence not outrage nature through the influence of the pocket nerve.

Resolved, That as it is universally acknowledged, that when a truly
great work is performed, it proves the right of the performer to do
it; therefore, let each woman here assembled, determine that during
the coming year, she will labor to accomplish scme great and useful
end, either in the bosom of her own family, in peifecting her own
% God-inspired self-hood "—in living out the full tide of her emotions
and aspirations, or fulfilling the instinets of her genius, whether as a
poet, artist, physician or minister.

It was suggested to the President, that a member present felt
called to offer prayer.

Lucreria Morr said, she knew that prayer was customary on such
occasions, at the opening of meetings, but that she could not conscien-
tiously call for it; it was due, however, that opportunity should be
given when asked.

AntoiNertE L. BRowx then offered prayer.

A session of the Business Committee was called, at noon.

James Morr suggested that all resolutions be handed to the Busi-
ness Committee, to be reported on.

E. OAkEes Smith, thought individuals might better read or offer their
own resolutions, and then refer them to the Business Committee.

Mr. C. A. Hammoxb, of the State Committee of the Liberty Party,
offered the following resolutions, which were referred to the Business
Committee :

Resolved, That if a woman has a right to the ballot-box, and to
the other rights of a common humanity, then it is the duty of these

who thus believe, to act consistently with this truth when they vote
for civil rulers, or use their influence in their choice.

Resolved, That neither the Whig party, the servile or the Free
Democracy, take this ground, therefore we cannot vote for their can-
didates; and as the Liberty party does take it, that we commend
that party and its candidates as being trustworthy in that respect.

No action was taken on the above resolutions.
Harrier K. Hoxr, M. D, of Boston, offered the followiug resolu-
tions:

1. Resolved, That if, in the present state of society, man prescﬁbeé
as Physician for woman, in her sick chamber, he must also be pre-
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pared to meet her in the Lecture Room; otherwise, an unwilling-
ness to meet her there, may argue a low state of morality in our
Medical Colleges.

2. Resolved, That the present low standard of morals exhibited
through the papers, calls loudly upon woman to lend a helping hand
to amend these abuses.

8. Resolved, That inasmuch as our Editors are, in one aspect, our
Public Teachers, and help to give tone to Public opinion : therefore,
ave regard their practice of inserting in their Journals, (for the sake
of lucre,) vitiating and demoralizing advertisements, as 1n the high-
est degree reprehensible, and as indicating the need of a new medical
infusion, through the woman element.

They were, with others, referred to the Business Committee.
S. B. Axrtrony then read the following resolutions, from E. C.
StaNTON, sent with her letter :

1. Resolved, That it is the duty of the women of those States, in
which woman has now by law a right to the property she inherits,
to refuse to pay taxes, so long as she is unrepresented in the govern-
ment. ’ )

2. Resolved, That the highest interests of the race demand that
man and woman be educated together.  This isolation of the sexes,
in all places of business and pleasure, is crippling to the intellect of wo-
man, and destructive of the best affections of man.

8. Resolved, That while we rejoice in the fact, that we now have
physicians of both soul and body, from our own sex, we still feel the
need of woman in the legal profession, whose intellect, sharpened by
her own interests, may suggest more liberal interpretations of our

resent laws, or show the necessity of a new Code, far better and
Eigher, more wise and just, than that which now disgraces our stat-
ute books.

4. Resolved, That justice requires that the property of woman
should not be taxed throughout this State, to build and endow the
People’s College now proposed, unless woman be freely admitted to
share equally with man in all its rights and privileges.

5. Resolved, That we rejoice in the recent temperance movement
of the women of this State, and also at the treatment their delegates
received from our clerical brethren, at the late annual meeting of the
State Society. A few such encounters, will open the eyes of wo-
man to the true character of the Priests and Levites of our day.

6. Resolved, That our present laws on marriage should be so re-
moddled, that the wife and children of the beastly drunkard and
gross libertine, may more easily escape from such degrading asso-
ciations,

S. B. AnTHONY said, that she stood here as an agent of the Wo-
man’s Temperance Soiciety. She thought that Society was an off-
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spring of this movement, and she believed it entitled to the encour-
agement of this Convention. She said, that whenever the newspa-
pers edited by women were established, the principles of women’s
rights were sure to progress. She desired to obtain the names of
subscribers to the Temperance Society, and concluded by recommend-
ing the support of papers edited by women, and offered the follow-
ing resolution :

Whereas, The Press is the most efficient means of enlightening
and elevating public sentiment; and, whereas, there already exist in

several of the States, excellent Journals, edited by women, for the
promotion of these objects : therefore—

Resolved, That we will sustain these, rather than establish others.

C. I H. NicHots, thought many papers edited by men, were
spreading their principles into the family circle, and other places,
where women’s papers could never reach.

B. S. JonEs said, that the paper of Mrs. Swisshelm was opposed
to Woman’s Rights, and was doing more harm than good, for that
cause.

C. StEBBINS, Was opposed to the introduction of the subject, be-
cause the State Temperance Society excluded men from becoming
officers, or controlling the funds of the Society. She thought such a
Society not in accordance with the principles of this Convention.

The PrESENT stated, that it was understood that the subject of
organization should be taken up this morning, at an early hoar; and
at her suggestion, Mr. May read the following letter from ANGELINA
GrIMEE WELD :

To taE CoNVENTION OF WOMEN, TO BE HELD AT SYRACUSE :

Not knowing, My Dear Friends, whether it will be possible for me
to attend your Convention, I wish to say a few words to you on the
subject of Organization, which I understand is to come up for dis-
cussion, It strikes me as very important that this topic should be
thoroughly canvassed at the present sitting,and principles laid down
which will serve as guides to our future course.

Organization is two-fold, Natural and Artificial, Divine and Hu-
man. Natural Organizations are based on the principle of Progres-
sion. Thus,the Solar System is governed by Laws which anticipate,
provide for, and control a ceaseless round of changes. In obedience
to these laws, by very slow degrees, the embryotic planet condenses
jnto earth and rocks, and becomes fitted to sustain vegetable and
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animal existence, first in their lower and then in their higher forms,
ever providing for the untrammeled play of that Eternal Law of
Change, which gives birth to, and nourishes the imperfect, only that
it may bring it to perfection, and adorn it with that beauty which
crowns the full maturity of every Natural and Divine Organization.

How Change, CusNGE seems the Omnipresent Stereotype of
Nature. Look at the tree. At one time, nothing but an unsightly
trunk and naked branches. Soon enrobed with verdure, it decks
itself with blossoms, then casts them in frolic to the wind, and begins
to push out the swelling fruit, which gradually ripens into ruddy ma-
turity. This too it casts to the ground, and even its beauteous robe
of green soon fades and falls: And, there it stands again, a bare,
unsightly thing.

Look at the changes through which man passes, from infancy to
childhood, to youth, to manhood; and then from maturity to the
feebleness of age, until, at last, the spirit, absorbing into itself all the
quickening power which once filled the body with life and activity, sun-
ders the tie which bound them together, and rises into a higher life,a
purer sphere.

Innumerable and intimate are the analogies between the inner and
the outer—the Physical and the Spiritual world. Fixed laws govern
the world of matter, organic and inorganic, the rock, the clod, the
lofty tree, the exquisite and complex machinery of the human form—
all are based upon the principle of decomposition and reorganization
—a principle which contemplates and provides for continual changes.
Hence these changes in structure do no violence to preceding states,
but follow on as the legitimate results, the natural consequences of
previous conditions—all are welcomed in their turn.

But Human or Artificial Organizations are not so. They are
built upon the principle of crystallization—they fiz the conditions
of society—they seek to daguerreotype themselves, not on the pres-
ent age only, but on future generations. They are to society what
arsenic is to the body, fizing the condition of thestomach, it preserves
1T, but destroys life—stopping off all natural action in that organ,
and forestalling all those changes which the welfare of the whole liv-
ing fabric requires, it annihilates the vital principle itself. Hence the
lifelessness of all organizations, as soon as the spirit of the age has
died out of them, and re-organized itself in other forms, more befit-
ting the requisitions of a new born era.
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The world has witnessed a continued series of Revolutions and vio-
lent resistance to the insane effort to force upon men instituticns
which they had outgrown ; when, if these Human Organizations had
provided for that change of opinions—that birth of new ideas, which
inevitably follows in the course of man’s development, the natural
unfolding of his perceptions, the bursting into bud, and blossom, and
fruit, of the locked up energies of his intellectual and moral nature—
how different would have been the result. A safety-valve would
have been provided. Instead of the volcanic eruptions of human
passion, which have deluged the world in blood; instead of Reli-
gious sects fighting down, with the faggot and the sword, the new
forms of opinion which, in different ages, have grown upon the trunk
and branches of Humanity, as naturally as the leaves and blossoms,
and fruit appear upon the tree, at different stages of its development,
the old ideas would have dropped off from mind, as quietly as the
blossom gives place to the fruit, and the leaf shrivels and falls when
the sap, at the approach of winter, recedes from the outer integument
to solidify the woody fibre, and garners itself in the root, to prepare
for the fresh efflorescence of another spring.

Human organizations are based upon ezternal laws. Hence they
fetter and distort expanding mind. Those only are at home in them
who are dwarfed and shriveled by them. The free, growing spirit-
feels the fetter, and often with a maddening sense of bondage spurns
the chain.

This natural law of change, the element of all Progress, is paral-
ysed by that crystallization to which artificial organizations ever
tend. Such organizations, instead of providing for these changes,
which necessarily occur in the progress of mind, do but limit devel-
opment, and cast the character in a fixed mold.

Having glanced at the distinction between Natural and Artificial
Organizations, I will suggest some objections to the latter on the
ground of their practical working. .

1. Every Organization has its Shibboleth, its boundary line, its
tests of membership. All are too narrow for Humanity.

2. The tendency of Organization is to kill out the spirit which
gave it birth, through its struggle to preserve itself from those chan-
ges by which the increasing light of every age modifies the institu-
tions of the past.

8. Organizations do not protect the sacredness of the individual.
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Their legitimate tendency is to sink the individual in the mrass, to
sacrifice his rights, and immolate him upon the altar of some fan-
cied good.

4. Freedom of thought is not nurtured and strengthened by Organ-
ization. Its office is to think for the masses, and cast public opinion
in its own mold. It builds walls around itself for its own protection,
thus enfeebling its members, by shutting out that natural and health-
ful collision with outside influences, which would quicken their owss
energy.

It is not to Organization that I object, but to an Artificial one on-
ly: one that must prove a burden, a clog, an incumbrance, rather
than a help. Such an Organization as now actually exists among
the women of America, I hail with heartfelt joy. We are bound to-
gether by the natural ties of a spiritual affinity; we are drawn to
each other because we are attracted toward one common centre, the
good of humanity. Weneed no external bonds to bind us together,
no cumbrous machinery to keep our minds and hearts in unity of
purpose and effort. We are not the lifeless staves of a barrel, which
can be held together only by the iron hoops of an Artificial Organi--
zation. All we need, and all we ask, is freedom to think our own.
thoughts, and act out the promptings of our own inner being. Even
as the vital principle continually re-creates the different organs of
the human body, and presides over the harmonious co-operation of
that seven-fold system of bones, muscles, nerves, arteries, veins, tis—
sues and lacteal and lymphatic vessels which constitute one grand
and perfect organism, so let the invisible power of Truth within us,
re-create and enlarge our moral and mental organs for the reception
of that new tide from the Ocean of Truth, which is now swelling
around us to nourish the body of Humanity. So may it bear each
of us onward in our daily life, assigning us our proper places, and ap-
propriate functions, widely different, it may be, but still moving in
perfect harmony, and co-operating with wise unanimity to accom-
plish the only legitimate end of any organization, the perfection of
the Race, through the preaching and living of the Truth,

The present aspect of Organizations, whether in Church or State,
or society at large, foretokens dissolution. The wrinkles and totter-
ings of age are on them. And why is it so? God is determined to
pull down what man has built up. Ichabod, is written upon all—



82 PROCEEDINGS.

all of them, and deaf is he, who hears not the ominous whispering
within the walls of this Babel, saying, “Let us remove hence—Let us
remove hence.”

When the human mind was as yet too undeveloped to comprehend
the sacredness of the Individual, the vast importance of exalting this
above every thing else, and providing for the growth and unfolding
of the spirit, then Human Institutions were exalted above Humanity,
and the car of a State and Church Juggernaut rolled over prostrate
victims, who, ignorant of their own inborn divinity, gave to it that
honor which was due only to their own nature. The power of Or-
ganization has been deemed necessary only because the power of
Truth has not been appreciated, and, just in proportion as we rever-
ence the Indvidual, and trust the unaided potency of Truth, we shall
find it useless. What Organization, in the world’s history, has
not encumbered the unfettered action of those who created it? if
indeed it has not been used as an engine of oppression.

The progress of Humanity may be likened to the building of a
great Temple, and Human organizations to the scaffolding erected
around it. Do Ihear you then say, “well, as no house can be built
without a scaffolding, let us set up another tier, in order to do the
higher work of the present age, and, if need be, it can be torn down
by our children.” But, my friends, houses are artificial, hence artifi-
cial means must be used to build them. Men have chiseled the rock,
and baked the clay, and sawed the beautiful trees of the forest, to evect
themselves houses and temples of worship : hence the necessity for
the scaffolding and the ladder. But Natural Organizations need no
Artificial arrangements. The Baobab builds its massive trunk, of
ninety feet in circumference, the Pine of Oregon lifts its pinnacle of
pride two hundred and fifty feet, crowned with never-fading verdure,
without the aid of scaffolding or ladder. By degrees, the vital prin-
ciple within adds one circle after another, in the construction of its
body, and pushes out in every direction the tender shoots, which by
gradual accretions become strong and spreading branches, and in
their turn serve as the basis of other boughs. Even so the great tree
of Humanity needs no scaffolding of Artificial Organization in build-
ing up itself in symmetry of strength. Let each individual be true to
those natural laws which were designed by God to preside over our
growth and development, and, in noiseless beauty would the new
ideas of one age grow out of the old branches of another, even as the
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blossoms push themselves out in spring, and silently give place to
the swelling fruit, and this in its turn quietly drops as soon as it ri-
pens into maturity—each and all in obedience to that Law of cease-
less change, in the world of Matter and the world of Mind.

The importance of this question of Organization can hardly be un-
duly 'magnified. How few Organizations have ever had the power
which this is destined to wield! The prayers and sympathies of the
ripest and richest minds will be ours. Vast is the influence which
true-hearted women will exert in the coming age. O, that this in-
fluence may all pour itself through natural channels! As the rills
flow from the mountains to the valleys, clothing them in verdure, :
and mingling their waters with kindred streams, so may our hearts
"~ well out with love, mingling their sympathies together, and nnder
the guidance of epiritual affinity fertilizing all the valley of life. Not
that woman’s sphere is the contracted one of home only—far from
it. In’whatever sphere it is right that man should move, there wo-
man may move also. No place is too high, and none too low, for her
to occupy, if duty calls her into it. The Rostrum, the Pulpit, the
Bar, the Bench, the Halls of Legislation, the Presidential Chair, the
Throne—none are too high for het powers or her worth, if her mind
be allowed free play and true development.

The world has yet to write and read the record of woman'’s deeds.
As Mother, Wife, Daughter, Sister, her history is known by heart:
and along the lower walks of life, and the hidden paths of sorrow,
her mnoiseless step has left the footprints of blood. Man has promul-
gated the doctrine, that Office sanclifies the incumbent, and conse-
crates the deed ; but Truth is the only sanctifier, fitness for Office the
only annointing oil. Thank God, this is being fully understood, be-
fore the Political Rights of women are acknowledged. Office has
been sought hitherto, mainly from motives of low ambition and pe-
cuniary profit. The exaltation of self has been preferred to the righta
and the good of the rany.

Well has it been for woman, that she has not been permitted to
mingle in the low strife, and base intrigues of political life. God be
praised, that He has hidden us in the hollow of His hand, until this
semi-barbarism is about to pass away.

The human mind is now being developed up to a true appreciation
of rights, around the entire circle of human relations. 'When these:
are fully comprehended, the high places of power will be graded

11 '
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down, and the low places of oppression will be filled up, by the aid
of this new spirit level. Hitherto men have courted Office — they
have eringed and fawned and knuckled and licked the dust, to ob-
tain it ; ‘often buying it by the basest surrender of principle and* man-
.hood. The time is coming when Office shall cast these unworthy
anes headlong, and shall court the true Nobility of Earth,
...May we not rejoice in the conviction, that, when the eligibility of
- woman to Office is acknowledged, she will not be false to the trusts
commijtted to her, but will enter upon it in the dignity of uncon-
taminated womanhood, and sanctify it by a wise and loving discharge
of its high: responsibilities.
. It is well for woman that she has partxclpated 8o little in the exer-
~«¢ise of that power which has hitherto ruled the destinies of mankind.
‘Well did the Prophet select its symbols from ferocious beasts of
- pray, whose nature is to rend in pieces, trample down and devour.
The world’s history is a record of oppression ard wrong—her mighty
- deeds, the triumphs of brute violence. The Animal part only, in
. Man, has been developed up to the reigning point, hence woman, be-
. ing the weaker, has always held a subordinate place, as necessarily as
weaker nations have sunk in the scale of National Greatness. In past
. ages, when Might swayed the scepter, all weakness, whether Nation-
. al or Feminine, was overwhelmed by it ; but now, that Man’s Spirit-
unal nature is unfolding under the rays of the Sun of Righteousness—
.now . that he is beginning to apprehend that intellectual and moral
power. are the only legitimate Monarchs — now that the long looked
for era is approaching, when the “Son of Man” is %o reign, (the “Son
of Man,” a symbol of man’s spiritual, just as the wild beasts are sym-
bols of his brutal nature,) mere physical or mental weakness will no
longer be oppressed, but will call into exercise the noblest faculties of
human nature, developing the moral by the ministrations which are
called for by the necessities of those who are in “low estate.” Just
- a8 parents watch over and supply the wants of their offsring, provi-
ding for their moral and mental development, so will Governments
minister to all the wants of all their subjects; even as the root of a
tree sends out its sap to the smallest shoots, more abundantly than to
the sturdy stock, so will Goveinments protect and nourish those who
need it most.. And as Physicians and Nurses watch over the sick,
.. -and aid in their recovery, so will Governments watch over the moral-
ly diseased, and aid in their recovery from degradation and crime.
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It is a beautiful coincidence, that just as the old Epoch of Despo.
tism and Slavery, Priesteraft and Political intrigue are dying out,
just as the Spiritual part of Man is rising into the ascendency, Wo-
man’s Rights are being canvassed and conceded, so that when she
beconves his partner in Office, higher and holier principles of action
will form the basis of Governmental administration.

ANGELINA G. WELD.

August 25.

Mary Spnmas'rmn moved that the Convention proceed to or-
ganize.

E. Oaxkes Surra thought we were already organized as a National
Convention. She thought it would be well to form State Societies.

P. W. Davis did not like the idea of being bound by a Constitu-
tion Jonger than during the sessions of the Convention. It might be
well, however, to recommend the formation of State Societies.

H. K. Huxr was opposed to the formation of Societies, She thought
spontaneity was the great law of nature. She spoke as a Physician,
and thought there was an attraction between those who believed in
similar principles, sufficient to draw them together.

C. L. H. NicuoLs said that the duty of organization was to colleey
the fragmentary particles.

E. Oaxes SwmitH was in favor of some organization. There was
much to do, and much had been done, to bring the present Conven-
tion together. She had frequently becn met by the inquiry,. ¢ what
are you going to do?” and had frequently heard the hope and ex-
pectation expressed, that an organization would be formed.

E. L. Rose paid a high compliment to the communication of Mrs,
Weld — said she agreed with Angelina, and her friend, the Doctor.
Organizations were like Chinese bandages. In Political, Moral, and
Religious bodies, they had hindered the growth of man. They were
the incubus of our nature. The moment a man has intellectual life
enough to strike out a new ides, he is branded as a heretic. - It was
true that men must sometimes combine, to effect great purposes ; but
she was decidedly opposed to organization. She would be pardoned
for alluding to herself—she had never been guilty of doing so before,
to the same extent. Circumstances must now plead her excuse. She
was the same as every other human being born into a sect. She had
cut herself loose from it, and she knew what it cost her, and having
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bought that little freedom, for what was dearer to her than life itself,
she prized it too highly ever to put herself in the same shackles
again,

. A Lany of Syracuse, whose name the reporter could not Jearn, said
organization and order were necessary. They had all beer kept in
order, by their excellent President.

E. L. Rose—Wae all acted freely and spontaneously in that matter,
and, because she had our confidence, we elected her unanimously.
‘We have been brought together by the magnetism of the cause. If
you have a permanent organization, you cannot be free. Even Lucre-
tia Mott herself is not free, for she belongs to a sect.

Mr. JoxEs made an able speech in favor of organization, He was
pleased to hear from Mrs. Weld, but did not think her letter touched
the subject before the Convention. He believed the Convention had
a right to organize whenever it was thought desirable. It was his
opinion that the time for National organization had not yet arrived,
but it would be proper to form State organizations.

E. Oaxes Smita alluded to the organization of the Jesuits, which
she insinuated had worked much mischief to the world. She thought
we might organize, and take the ground from the Jesuits, and work
for good.

C. L. H. N1crous favored organization, as being the means by which
to collect and render operative, the fragmentary elements now favor-
ing the cause.

Rev. Mr. Pryn~E, of Onundaga, in a speech of some length, advoca-
ted organization.

On call of Mrs. Davis, persons were found to be in attendance
from the States of New York, Massachusetts, Vermont, Pennsylvania,
Rhode Island, Ohio, New Jersey, and from Canada.

Nirs, D. then presented the following resolution, and as a substitute
to the resolution to form an organization :

Resolved, That this National Convention earnestly recommends to
those, who are members of it from several States, and to those per-
sons in any and all of our States, who ate interested in this great Re-
form, that they call meetings of the States or the Counties, in which
they live, certainly as often as once a year, that they may consider
the principles of this Reform, and devise measures for their promul-
gation, and thus co-operate with all throughout this nation, and the

world, for the elevation of woman to her proper place in the mental,
jmoral, social, religious and political world.
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Lucy SrtoxE said, like a burnt child that dreads the fire, they had
all been in permanent organizations, and thus dreaded them. She
had enough of thumb screws, and soul screws, ever to wish to be
placed under them again. But still organizations of some kind were
necessary. The Anti-Slavery organization was not to last forever.
‘When its object was accomplished, it would cease to exist : and so
with Woman’s Rights organizations. They outgrew the good that
was good for their fathers. They did not want such an organization
as would turn them into a petrefaction, or leave them as specimens of
“fossil remains.” But she thought the time had not yet come to
form an organization. When the idea became incarnate, then they
might seek to construct a platform. She did not feel they were
ready to organize. All they could do now, was to agitate the pub-
lic mind. They could not put timbers together, and build a goodly
structure, till they knew what materials they had.

Rev. Mr. May — It seems to me that the resolution proposed
by Mrs. Davis, covers the whole ground that we heed to occupy.
‘What we want is a system of action, and co-operation. Meetings
should be held—County meetings, State and National Conventions,
to bring the friends of this great reform to know each other, and to
make provision for the support of the instruments by which this re-
form is to be effected. Able and eloquent lecturers should be sent
throughout the country, appealing with the living voice to the com-
mon sense and conscience of the people. Elementary tracts are to
be prepared and published, in countless numbers. The admirable
reports of the Conventions held last year, and the year before, are
very useful in their way ; and, I trust, we have been creating here,
the past three days, materials for a similar publication, that will be
read with interest and profit. But we need something not so volu-
minous — short, elementary tracts, adapted to those who are begin-
ning to inquire on the subject. There is probably not one woman in
a thousand, perhaps not one in ten thousand, who has well considered
the disabilities—Tliterary, pecuniary, social, political disabilities, under
which she labors. We must, then, have tracts, an abundance of
them, upon all these topics, that may be scattered broad-cast over
the community. These shall fall as good seed—some of them, no
doubt, on stony places, where there is not much earth to quicken
them, or amongst thorns, where they will be soon choked ; but others,
no doubt, will fall into good ground, where they will spring up, and
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bring forth fruit, some thirty, some sixty, and some an hundred fold.
‘We only need co-operation enough to set these instruments at work,
and keep them a going, and the fallow ground will be broken up,
and the seed sown, and then the harvest, which we so much desire,
may be confidently looked for. The rights of women will be recog-
nized ; ample provision will be made for their education, education
as liberal and thorough as that which is provided for the other sex;
and a free access will be allowed them to any departments of busi-
ness or labor, to which they may be inclined, as a means of self-sup-
port, and for which they may see fit to qualify themselves. I hope
Mis. Davis’ resolution will be passed.

Lucy Stone — I abhor woman schools, and negro pews, and for
the same reason. There are Colleges already built and endowed,
with excellent apparatus and Professors, and they have room for more
students. It would be a foolish outlay to build others, so long as
these are not full. What we want, is to gain admittance to these.

The substitute was then unanimously adopted.

Presipent.—National Conventions are to be called as heretofore.

The resolution on the Bible argument was then called up.

Taomas M’Crintock hoped it would not pass. It rested alto-
gether on a historical basis, about which different opinions would al-
ways be entertained. To go back to any particular era for a standard
of truth, is to adopt an imperfect standard, and impede the progress
of truth and goodness. Truth is necessarily progressive, and all the
means of its attainment which ever have existed in any age of the
world, exist now, in the action of the perfect and unchangable laws
of Deity, and are as accessible to us, as they have been to those of
any period.

AxtoNETTE L. BRowN—The question is, whether the Bible does
agree with nature. If it can be shown that the Bible harmonizes with
truth, why should we not do so? Why should not the Convention
do this, whatever may be its idea of the Bible ¢

Rev. Mr. Harcn, Congregational Minister—The question is, wheth-
er this Convention recognizes the paramount authority of the Bible.
There is a contrary impression abroad, and from what has now taken
plaee, there seems to be grounds for it, and it is likely to do this
cause great injury.

PresipEnT — That question is not before the Convention. We
come to affirm great fundamental truths, and all we find in the Book
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to corroborate these truths, we gladly receive. 'We have as good a:
right to use our ability in bringing Jesus and the Apostles to confirm
our opinions, as the several Divines have to use their ingenuity to-
bring the Bible to bear on their peculiar views.

Rev. Mr. Harca — That is not the question. 'WhatI wanted to
know is, whether this Convention recognizes the Bible, or not?

PreseNT—This question has not been considered, and, therefore,

" is not decided.

C. L. H. Nicaors—I have been a member of the Baptist Church,
since I was eight years of age, and my faith is based on the Rock of
Ages.

E. L. Rose—Acknowledging and claiming, as I do, perfect human:
freedom of thought and expression, from the fact and conviction that

human belief does not depend on our voluntary inclination, I cannot

have any objection to any one’s interpreting the Bible as he or she

thinks best; but I object that such interpretation go forth as the doc-

trine of this Convention, because it is a mere interpretation, and is

not even the authority of the Book—it is the view of Miss Brown on-

ly, which is as good as that of any other minister, but that is all. For
my part, I reject both interpretations. Here we claim human rights-
and freedom, based upon the laws of humanity, and require no writ--
ten authority from Moses or Paul, because those laws and our claims

are prior to even these two great men. The different interpretations
of these books, have caused different sects, as the different inter--
pretations of the Constitution have caused different political parties.-
Let us keep aloof alike from political and religious intrigues. Of all-
the pangs that ever tortured the human mind or body, those result-

ing from this cause have been the most horrible—mere differences of
opinion, and differences of interpretation, not self-evident truths—
every one claiming to grasp truth, but none having it.

The Convention then adjourned till the afternoon.

AFTERNOON SESSION.

President in the Chair at two o’clock. Minutes read by L. F. Fow--
LER, Secretary.

Persons reported themselves in attendance from nine of the States..

Marraa C. WriaHT, Secretary, read a letter from J. R. Jornsox,

1
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of Syracuse. He was necessarily absent from town, but was with the
Convention in spirit. The letter concluded by offering three resolu-
. tions.*

E. Oaxes Swmirn, from the Business Committee, reported several
resolutions “ recommended by the Committee to be published as the
voice of this Convention.” She said, that a multitude of resolutions
had been presented, which would be published as the views of indi-
vidual members. The Committee had selected from the number,
those which they believed embodied the principles of this Conven-
tion,

She then read a series of resolutions, several of which have already
been published and adopted.

B. 8. Joxgs, the Presipext, E. O. SmitH, L. StoNE, and THOMAS
M’CriNTock, discussed the question at considerable length. They
were finally accepted, and laid upon the table, and the Convention
proceeded to the discussion of the resolution offered by ANTOINETTE
L. Browx. :

Rev. Junivs L. Hatcn, of Mass., came forward, and made the only
coarse and ribald speech of the Convention, which was received with
marked disapprobation by the entire audience.

The PresipEnT reminded the Convention that they should not
compromise their dignity, because the speaker did his.

Rev. Mr. Hater gave his idea of female loveliness. It consisted
in that shrinking delicacy which, like the modest violet, hid itself un-
til sought — that modesty which led women to blush, to cast down
their eyes, when meeting men, or walking up the aisle of a church—
to drop the veil, and wear long skirts, instead of imitating the sun-
flower, which lifted upits head, seeming to say, “come and admire
me.” He repeated the remarks made, near the door, on some of the
speakers,

The PresmenT hoped he would keep in order, and not retail the
vulgar conversation of his associates.

He went on further, in a similar strain, until the indiguation of the
audience became universal. The President said, he had so out-
raged the feelings of the Convention, that he could not be permitted
to go on.

Axrorserre L. Brown then proceeded in support of her resolution

* The Letter and Resolutions have not come into the hands of the Com-
mittee,



PROCEEDINGS. 91

on the Bible: We have been asked what we mean by the Bible ¢
‘We do not mean the Mahometan Bible, but the Book that commen-
ces with Moses, and ends with Revelations. Now, what construction
are we to put on this Bible? Is it the infallible rule of faith and
‘practice ? Ithink it is. No member of the Convention is responsible
for my views. One speaker said, this morning, that our cause was
based on the law of right—the equality of humanity itself. Itis true
that if there were no God, or no Bible, the rights of woman would
be the same ; and, though we believe the Bible is in harmony with
this idea, we do not base it upon the Bible. As a Convention, we
do not commit ourselves to theological opinions. But still there must
be some right interpretation of the Bible.

Ernestine L. RosE said, claiming, and granting, as I do, perfect
freedom of thought and expression, I can have no objection whatever
to Miss Brown’s expression of her opinion on the Bible, provided on-
ly, I am not required to acquiesce in it, if I do not agree with it; and
Idonot. I object to the resolution, not that I do not think Miss
Brown has not as good a right to her interpretation of the Bible, as
any other Minister; but if we accept it, it is after all only her defi-
nition, and not the meaning of the text. But there is no time for
such discussions ; we have met here for nobler purposes than to- dis-
cuss Theology. Wenged no such authority. Our claims are on the
broad basis of Human Rights, irrespective of what Moses, Paul, or
Peter, may say. Those who have nothing better to do, may dispute
about these authorities, It has done mischief enough. All the ha-
tred and persecutions between sect and sect, man and man, have aris-
en from the different interpretations of passages which can have o
meaning in themselves, or there could be no doubt on the subject—
each interpreter claiming to be the true Oracle — the Pope claiming
to be the greatest, instituted an Inquisition against every other intet-
preter. A Book that is so ambiguous, as not to convey any definite
idea, can furnish no authority to this Convention. I therefore move
tolay the resolution on the table. ’

The PrEsIDENT vacated the Chait, and spoke briefly in opposition
to the resolution. Inthe early days of Anti-Slavery, great pains were
taken to show that the Bible was against Slavery : opponents com-
ing forward, the time of Conventions was too much occupied by the
bandying of Scripture texts. Other occasions than those, were there-
fore judged best for such discussions. The advocates of Emancipa-

12
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tion found their business was to affirm the inherent right of man to
himself and to his earnings—that none had a right to imbrute him—
that it was essentially sinful, and that slaveholders were men-stealers.
These being self-evident truths, no argument or outward authority
was needed to prove it. 'We already see the disadvantage of such.
discussions here. It is not to be supposed that all the advice given
by the Apostles, to the women of their day, is applicable to our more
intelligent age; nor is there any passage in Scripture, making those
texts binding on us.

A gentleman then quoted : “ All Scripture is given by inspiration
of God, and is profitable, etc.” Does not this apply to the latest
period ¢ )

Lucreria Morr said, in reply : If the speaker will turn to the pas-
sage, he will find that the word “s,” being in italics, was inserted by
the translators. She accepted it, as in the original, * All Seripture
gtven by imspiration of God, is profitable, etc.” She claimed some
familiarity with the Scriptures, and should have no objection, at a
suitable time, to discuss this question. She concluded by moving
that the resolution be laid on the table. Unanimously carried.

L. SroxE, from the Business Committee, reported the following :

Resolved, That this Convention invite the present Central Commit-
tee to retain their membership, and that at least one member be ad-
ded from each State represented here, in person or by letter, that a

eral co-operation may be secured, for the promotion of the great
object of this Convention, and tha necessary measures be taken to
procure another National Convention, in a suitable place, about a
year from this time, with the understanding that no action of this
Committee shall be considered as authorized, unless it have the sanc-
tion of at least two-thirds of the Committee.

In pursuance of resolution, the Central Committee was constituted
as follows :

ELIZABETH OAKES SMITH, Brooklyn, N. Y., President.
PAULINA W. DAVIS, Providence, R. L, Secretary.
‘WENDELL PHILLIPS, Boston, Mass., Treasurer.
SARAH H. EARLE, Worcester,

MARY A. W. JOHNSON, Philadelphia, Pa.

‘W. H. CHANNING, Rochester, N. Y.

GERRIT SMITH, Peterboro, “

J. G. FORMAN, Nantucket, Mass.



PROCEEDINGS. 93

MARTHA H. MOWRY, Providence, R. I.
LUCY STONE, West Brookfield, Mass.
ABBY K. FOSTER, Worcester, Mass.
PLINY SEXTON, Palmyra, N.Y.
J. ELIZABETH JONES, Salem, Ohio.
WILLIAM STEDMAN, Randolph, Stark Co., Ohxo
EMILY ROBINSON, Marlborough, “
ABBY H. PRICE, Hopedale, Mass.
WILLIAM L. GARRISON, Boston, Mass.
LUCRETIA MOTT, Philadelphia, Pa.
ERNESTINE L. ROSE, New York City.
EEIZABETH C. STANTON, Seneca Falls, N. Y.
ANGELINA GRIMKE WELD, Bellville, N. J.
ANTOINETTE L. BROWN, Henrietta, N. Y.
HARRIET K. HUNT, Boston, Mass.
MARTHA C. WRIGHT, Auburn, N.Y.
C. 1. H. NICHOLS, Brattleboro, Vt.
CHARLES C. BURLEIGH, Plainfield, Conn.
ADIN BALLOU, Hopedale, Mass.
SARAH H. HALLOCK, Milton, N. Y.
JOSEPH A. DUGDALE, Kennett Square, Pa.
BETSEY FOSTER, Illinois.

- JOHN NEAL, Portland, Maine.

" C. M. SEVERANCE, Cleveland, Ohio.
MELISSA J. DIGGS, Pa.
O. 8. WAIT, Rockwell, Bond Co., Tllinois.
MRS. CHAPEL SMITH, Pa.
ELIZA STUART, Baltimore, Maryland.
SYBIL LAWRENCE, Michigan.
LYDIA P. SAVAGE, Syracuse, N. Y.
MOSES MARTIN, Pembroke, “
GEN. PAINE, Milwaukie, Wis,

The PresipENT proposed the designation of the place of holding
the next annual Convention.

E. L. Rose proposed that it be held in New York City, being a cen-
tral location, and easy of access from all parts of the Union. There
would be better reports there, and she was sorry to say New York
was very ignorant.
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Mr. Jowes proposed Cleveland. There was more liberality in the
‘West, andvthere were one thousand inquirers there, for every one in
New York.

MartaA C. WrieaT—If there is more liberality in the West, then
New York needs such a Convention as this the more.

E. O. Smite—Yes : for the whole need not a physician, but they
that are sick. '

C. L. H. Nicno1s, thought it was better to go where there were
most hearers,

E. L. Rosk said, New York State was the first to give an instalment
of Woman’s Rights. ,

P. W.Davis—No: there are two States before her, Rhode Island
and Louisiana. :

Lucy Sroxe thought that they ought to go West. The people of
Indiana and Illinois would come to Cleveland to meet them half
way. Only a few years ago, a cause as holy as theirs could not find
a room in New York.

It was finally resolved to hold the next meeting at Cleveland, the
time to be fixed by the Central Committee.

The Convention then adjourned till evening.

EVENING SESSION.

Hall full to overflowing.

- The PresipENT called to order. »

The resolution last evening offered by E. L. RosE, was unanimous-
ly adopted.

The resolutions offered by Dr. Harrier K. Hun, this forenoon,
and which were then discussed, were unanimously adopted.

Pavrina W, Davis said, the reason why the Convention did not
have a Phonogaphic Reporter, was, that they had no opporiunity to
publish any more than they now report. The Tribune had been lib-
eral : but it was a political paper, and gave the foreign news. We
need an organ.

P. W. Davis then read a Prospectus for a Weekly Paper, at two
dollars per year, to be published at New York, and edited by E.
Oaxes Swmith, and to be called THE Eceria. She pressed the im-
portance of a paper, in which they could explain their principles, and
defend themselves from attacks.
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C. L H. Nicrors spoke of the courage with which the canse had
been defended by several country presses, at the cost of pecaniary
sacrifice, in some cases. She made a strong appeal for vigorous sup-
port of the country press. She went on to say, that it was to a coun-
try press she owed the formation of a character for humanity, more
than to any other single agency, except the Bible.

E. O. Smrte was in favor of a paper. She would withdraw her
name as the proposed editor, and leave it to the Convention to name
the editor.

Mr. May spoke strongly in favor of encouraging and aiding the
local press, in the advocacy of the cause, by writing for them—Iladies
and gentlemen. He would be glad to see an organ ; but care should
be taken in reference to expense.

P. W. Davis said, articles had waited for weeks, and sometimes
months, in the office of the Tribune, before publishing. The answer
was, “ Your articles can wait.” This must be so. If Mrs. Smith can
be persuaded to edit the paper, it will start with a high literary repu-
tation. The Westminster Review says of Mrs. Smith’s work, “ Wo-
man and Her Needs,”? that it is the ablest work that has been written
on the subject.

E. L. Rosk said, the proportion of the press on the side of our
cause, is at present small. But she feared a paper could not be sus-
tained. Still, she would like to see one. Yet she thought it not well
to have the Convention act. If every lady would have one silk dress
less, a year, we should have a paper.

P. W. Davis said, if a stock company of two thousand dollars was
formed, the paper could go on.

The PrEsiDENT said, this ought to be done, and not leave the
other undone. She was in favor of a newspaper devoted to this re-
form, and alluded to the value of the Anti-Slavery papers.

P. W. Davis said, five hundred dollars was already pledged. If
they could get two thousand subscribers pledged, they could start.
She asked for pledges to get twenty subscribers each.

Mr. Jones cautioned against expenses — they were always double
what was expected.

Mr. Max offered the following resolution, which was seconded and
accepted :

Resolved, That this Convention regards with lively interest the
proposal to establish a paper, that shall be an organ of the Woman’s
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Rights Reform, and commends it to the general and cordial patro-
nage of all who are interested in this reform.

Lucy StoxE said, we were misrepresented on almost all sides—and
women are repelled from joining in a movement the most magnifi-
cent ever launched since Creation’s morning. She made an eloquent
and touching appeal, as to what truth, resolution, and energy, in a
paper, would accomplish. It depended on the friends of the reform.

Mr. MaY’s resolution was adopted. He announced that over two
hundred and sixty dollars had been taken at the door.

The PresipexT called for the report on publication.

Mr. Max was in favor of publishing in Syracuse, and reported the
following Committee on Publication :

Lucy Srose, Susan B. Axruony, Lypia F. Fowrer, W. L.
CRANDAL. -

The Presipext had already appointéd Rev. S. J. May, as Chair-
man. Mr. May said he was willing to work till the cause became
popular, then he would go at something else. ‘

The resolations, by E. C. Sranrox, were read.

Two objected to : the one in reference to the Woman’s State Tem-
perance Society, and the other, commencing with a reference to the
fact, that there are now female physicians for both soul and body.

The other three were read.

Hargier K. Hunt made inquiry as to the People’s College.

S. B. Antony said, both sexes were to have equal advantages.
The next meeting of the Society, for the adoption of the Constitu-
tion, will be at Seneca Falls, 13th of October. The payment of twen-
ty-five cents, makes a person a voting member.

Mr. May spoke of the great success of the Schools in Massachu-
setts, where boys and girls were admitted.

The Prrsioent spoke of a High School, for boys and girls, in Nan-
tucket, which was eminently successful.

Dr. CurcrEON said, the McGrawville College was the only institu-
tion, of a high character in its range of studies, which gave equal
privileges to females. He advocated this plan, at length.

All the resolutions presented by E. C. StANToN, except the one in
reference to the New York State Temperance Society, were adopted.

E. L. Rose spoke to the following resolution :

Resolved, That the young women of our land be warned against
the fallacies contained in Horace Mann’s Lectures, delivered at vari-
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ous times and places, for their especial benefit; and that they be very’
cautious how they accept such sophistries for truth.

I am glad that such a resolution has been offered. I listened to-
those Lectures —aye ! listened with saddened and oppressed spirit,
that a man of his age and position, should stoop to such false asser--
tions, and sophistries, for the sake of popularity. I would willingly
have given him Twenty-Five Dollars, (though in this competitive State:
of ours, few have any money to throw away, and my husband is a-
mechanic, who works for all he gets,) could I have had an opportuni-
ty to answer him. But I could not get that opportunity, so I had to-
do the next best thing—write him a letter on the subject, and review
his Lectures. His sentiments were unworthy of a Man—much more
of Horace Mann. But, as, probably, few here have heard or read
these Lectures, I will not urge the acceptance of the resolution, but
move to lay it on the table.

It was announced thai E. Oaxes Suita would deliver a Lecture ;.
but it was nine o’clock, and she declined.

Lucy StoNE gave a glowing farewell address, thanking the audi-
ence for their attention, and the interest they had taken in the pro-
ceedings. [At the request of Miss StoNE, the report of this speech is
omitted.]

The PrEsmENT made a few appropriate remarks, which were re-
ceived with deep interest.

Mr. CurcrEON offered the usual resolutions of thanks to the Pres-
ident.

The PresipENT had a word to say ; she had no liking for these
votes of thanks. We no doubt all felt thankful that the Convention
had passed off so satisfactorily; and she was thankful that she had
been able to perform her part better than she expected. Let that
suffice.

The Doxology was sung to the tune of Old Hundred.

‘Whereupon, the Convention adjourned sine die..

Note.—The Publishing Committee regret that their limit of space does not
permit the publication of all the Addresses and Speeches entire. Ithas been
difficult to select from the multitude of gems placed in their hands. Large por-
tions of written Addresses, well worthy of pnblication, they have been obliged:



98 PROCEEDINGS.

to omit — while, as there'was no Phonographic Reporter, the extemporaneous
speeches are mere fragments of the original.
They have done the best they could, under the circumstances, and com-

fort themselves with the thought, that the thousands who heard will not soon
forget.
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WOMAN’S RIGHTS TRACTS.
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‘The following ceries of Tracts is now in press, and will be ready for sale
in a few days, at the prices named below :

No. I. A Discourse on the Rights and Condition of Women. Third edition.
By Samucr J. May. Single copy, 6 1-4 cents ; by the hundred, $3 00.

No. II. The Speech ot WeNpeLL PuirLirs, to the Convention in Worcester,
. Oct., 1851. Single copy, 6 1-4 cts. ; by the hundred 83 00.

No. 1II. «On the Right of the Female Sex to an education as thorough and
extended asis provided for the Male.” A Report, by Mrs. Pavrina W. Davis,
read to the Convention in Worcester, Oct;, 1851.  Single copy, 6 1-4 cents ; by
the hundred, $3 00. : . .

3

No. 1V. « Enfranchisement of Women "—an admirable article from the
Westminster Review ; and Miss Hunt's Protest against taxation of Women.
Single copy, 6 1-4 cents ; by the hundred, $3 00. -

No. V. « The Sancuty of Marrege.” By Mrs. E. Oakes Syita. Single
copy, -1 cents ; by the hundred, $2 00. .

No. VI. Spcech of Mrs. C. . H. Nicrors to the Worcester Convention,
Qct.. 1851, « On the Responsibilities of Women.” Single copy, 6 1-4 cents;
by the hundred, $3 00.

No, VIL. Speech of Mrs. M. E. J. Gack, to the Convention in Syracuse,
Sept., 1852 : Historical evidence of the talents aud enérgy of the female sex,
Single copy, 4 ceats ; by the hundred, $2 00.

No. VIII. “ No need of a permanent organization”: A Letter from Mrs.
Axeeria Grivke WELD to the Convention at Syracuse. Single copy, 4 cts. ;
by the hundred, $2 00. .

No. IX. Speech of Mrs. Ernesting L. Rose, to the Convention at Syra-
-cuse, containing her eriticism upon the remarks of the Hon. Mr. Roebuck, in the
British Parliament.  Also, the Declaration of Rights, issued b¥ the Convention
of Women, at” Sencca Falls, Sept., 1848. Single copy, 4 cents; by the hun-
-dred, §2 00. -

No. X. Letters from Mrs. E. C. StaxTON — 1st, to the Convention at Wor.
ce:ter, Oct., 1850 ; 2d, to the Convention at Syracuse, Sept. 1852. Single co-
Py, 4 cenis; by the hundred, $2 00.

N. B. Copics of this Report, at 12 1-2 cents single, $10 per hundred, and
any of the above named Tracts, may be obtained of J. E. Mastegs, or S. J.
May, Syracuse, N. Y., of Mrs. Lucreria-Morte, Philadelphia ; Mrs. PavLiNa
W. Davis, Providence, R. I.; Mrs. E. Oakes Syita and Mrs. ERNESTINE L.
Rose, New York; Resert F. Wavrrcur, Boston ; Mrs. EmiLy RoBinson,
Sulem, Coinmbiana Co. Ohio. Pay the postage.



Digitized by
Google






Digitized by
Google



Digitized by
Google



